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He Is Risen! 


. and he will destroy on this mountain the covering 
that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over 
all nations. He will swallow up death for ever, and the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the 
reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
earth; for the Lord has spoken. 


It will be said on that day, “Lo, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, that he might save us, This is the 
Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice 
in his salvation. 


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
By this great mercy we have been born anew to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, and to an inheritance which is imperishable, unde- 
filed, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s 
power are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. 


*RIL, 1960 


SUE SANTMIRE 
editorial 


RUTH SHAFFER 
subscription 
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THE 
ODD 
ONE 


by Oliver Andresen 


I WISH I could say that Mac is a friend of mine, but I can’t really 
In fact, our hostess had to introduce us all over again at dinner the 
other night. Of course, he finally remembered our acquaintanceship ir 
high school, but it was never much more than that. And now he’s ar 
important scientist on the staff of a mid-western university. 

But when I was in high school, my crowd wouldn't accept hin 
wholeheartedly. I never did quite understand why. I guess it was tha 
he had ideas of his own which were out of the ordinary. 

I can remember one particular time when we were all together or 
a Saturday afternoon that was passing slowly. No one seemed to hav 
any ideas about what to do until Mac made a suggestion. Why didn’ 
we go to his house and draw some frog eggs? When we looked a 
him with confusion, he explained that there were a lot of frog eggs it 
a brook near his back yard. Every day he examined some of them througl 
his microscope and drew their pictures. And so now he was learning 
what a frog egg looked like as it turned into a tadpole. 

“Great!” I said with considerable enthusiasm—only to discove 
that I had miscued. Beginning with the influencial members of th 
group, everyone else was exchanging wry smiles. “Frog eggs!” said on 
of our “‘leaders’, holding his nose and shaking his head. After that 
the idea was out of the question. So we continued with our accustome« 
exchange of sarcastic banter until Mac did what we hoped he would do 
He went off to draw frog eggs by himself. 


Once again Mac came to see us, but this time we saw him first. 
We were listening to Vic Annon’s collection of Benny Goodman records 
vhen someone saw Mac coming up the walk. He was carrying a box. 
There were the usual snorts of disgust when somebody called out, “Come 
mn, let’s hide!” I remember feeling pretty silly crouching with some 
uddies behind a sofa, while the rest of the crowd hid out in the kitchen. 
We were awfully quiet as Vic Annon’s little brother answered the door. 

“Are any of the guys around?’ Mac asked him. 

“No, they're not,” said the little brother who always worked hard 
oO please us. 

“T have something here to show them if they're around,” said Mac. 

“No one’s here now,” said Little Brother. 

Mac seemed to sense something going on because he stood in the 
loor a long time in silence. "'O.K.” he said finally and went off. 

We watched him through the window as he went down the walk. 
There was lots of hearty laughter over the whole thing once he had 
sone. But it was the oddest shaped box—a little larger at one end than 
he other. Every once in a while I wonder what he had in it. 

We certainly had no intention of being mean to Mac in those days. 
de just wasn’t one of us, that’s all. And you could always tell ‘‘one of 
is” by the style of our jackets and our haircuts, and even by the way 
ve talked. In fact, you had to work awfully hard to be “one of us’, 
varticularly if you hoped to keep the phone ringing or to have your 


buddies park their cars in front of your house. 

Besides, Mac had other friends. He didn’t have a whole crowd as 
we had. He either didn’t know how or he just didn’t bother to be sought 
after. But there were one or two boys who had ideas like his. They 
spent their energies pursuing their own curiosities rather than seeking 
the approval of the school “‘leaders’’. 

Some of my high school crowd is still together to-day, and we still 
have the same taste in ties. And our wives exchange books and use the 
same laundry soap. When I told them all that I had seen Mac at dinner 
the other night, no one had much to say. To be sure, they said they 
had always liked him a lot. And they had to admit he’s a big shot now. 
But they wonder how he managed to get that way. 


LEAGUE TRAINING SCHOOLS 


Building upon 1959 experience, LLA will conduct four 
LTS’s in the summer of 1960. Aiming at “membership 
training’ and attempting to present a firm basis for 
league activities, all congregational leagues are encour- 
aged to send a boy and a girl to LTS. It will be well 
worth the cost. 


Where: Des Moines, lowa; Newberry, S. C.; Allentown 


and Gettysburg, Pa. 


Additional information can be obtained by writing LLA 


YOUTH WORKERS’ INSTITUTES 


Last summer LLA trained adult workers with youth: con- 
gregational lay advisors, pastors, parish workers, direc- 
tors of Christian education. In response to continued 
need and interest, three Institutes will be held in 1960. 


Where: Chicago, Illinois; Newberry, S. C.; Allentown, Pa. 


Additional information can be obtained by writing LLA 
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LLA EXECUTIVES CONVENE 
SELECT 1961 CONVENTION SITE 


The executive committee of the Luther League of America has se- 
lected the University of Illinois at Urbana for the LLA’s 1961 biennial 
convention. 

The Rey. Dr. F. Leslie Conrad, Jr., Executive Secretary, told com- 
mittee members meeting in Chicago that after a visit to the university 
campus league staff members decided that ample facilities were available 
to accommodate between 2,600 and 3,000 leaguers expected to attend 
the convention. 

Dr. Conrad said the delegates will meet at the university from Aug. 
14-19, 1961 for the league’s last convention before the anticipated merger 
of four Lutheran church bodies into a new 3,000,000-member church. 


NLC HEARS PLEA FOR REFUGEES 
U. S. INACTION CALLED “IMPENDING MORAL TRAGEDY” 


With the decline of refugee needs in Europe, Lutherans are chal- 
lenged “to examine their broader responsibility to resettle our homeless 
neighbors wherever they may be found,” according to Vernon E. Berg- 
strom, director of Lutheran Refugee Service. 

Addressing the 42nd annual meeting of the National Lutheran 
Council Mr. Bergstrom asked: ‘Just as we have championed the cause 
of European Lutherans in their efforts to resettle in the United States, 
should we not now champion the cause of a Chinese refugee in a hovel in 
Hong Kong in his desperate efforts to rejoin his family and friends here ?”’ 

“The efficient resettlement system developed through Lutheran con- 
gregations and agencies should not be left ‘to wither on the vine, ”’ Mr. 
Bergstrom urged, but rather “placed at the disposal of refugees from 
strange, far-off-non-Lutheran lands who seek assistance in resettling in 
the U.S.’ 

He pointed out that thus far in World Refugee Year, Congress has 
enacted any refugee legislation, urging that Lutherans opinion be mobil- 
ized throughout the country to influence Congress “to enact legislation 
which permits the entry of such groups as the Palestinian Arabs and 
Chinese.” 

Lutherans should make their influence felt, he said, in ‘‘directing 
our country’s eyes away from Europe to Africa and the Middle and Far 
East where the real refugee problem exists now.” 
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“While large scale resettlement of these peoples here may be impossibl 
the door of this country must gradually open wider to them,” he stressed. 

Since the inception of Lutheran Refugee Service more than 59,000 refi 
gees and immigrants have been aided by the agency, the executive said. For 
thousand of these have been non-Lutheran. 

He described the lack of action by the U. S. government as “an impenc 
ing moral tragedy.” Because the government has spent well over a billion do 
lars directly on refugee problems since World War II, some Americans fe 
that ‘the U. S. has now done its share,’ he went on. “It is one thing, how 
ever, to be proud of a record, and quite another thing to point to that recor 
as some sort of evidence that you need not join with others in an extra effo: 
to meet ever-present and ever-growing human misery,” he said. 

“In a democracy such as ours by all means let our policies be re-examine 
both foreign and domestic, but let us do this in the light of the real needs 
people and our responsibilities to them, rather than on the grounds of appa: 
ent political expediency.” 

Those who have fled from communist controlled countries to the fre 
world ‘‘must not become helpless victims’ in the behind-the-scenes strugg] 
taking place between the U. S. and her allies “as to their respective respons 
bility in aid to underprivileged and other depressed areas,’ Mr. Bergstrom saic 

Speaking of the $10,000,000 allocation for World Refugee Year project 
placed by Congress in the President’s Mutual Security Contingency Fund, h 
noted that less than $4,000,000 of this sum had been used thus far by th 
administration. He explained that because of a desire for reductions in militar 
aid to foreign countries, the total contingency fund had been reduced in 1960. 

“The money still may be expended, however, if the President consides 
refugee aid as a priority item,” he said, urging that Christians communicat 
their concern to the White House in this matter. 

“One jet bomber may become obsolete much faster than the equivaler 
funds used to give hundreds of Chinese refugee children in Hong Kong decer 
living conditions in a housing project,” he pointed out. 

In concluding his comments, the LRS executive called upon Christian 
who have given millions of dollars to help people when they are in need, “t 
implement our concern by personal awareness and involvement in the grez 
political, economic and social struggles of our day which have inevitably brough 
in their wake untold human misery . . . Why give our alms tomorrow as 
partial atonement for our inactivity today, when prevention would have bee: 
the best cure?” he asked. 


LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION TOPS GOAL 


The National Lutheran’ Council’s annual financial appeal to support 
global program of emergency activities topped its goal by raising $3,906,61 
in 1959. Results of the campaign, known as Lutheran World Action, were an 
nounced by the Rev. Rollin G. Shaffer, assistant director of the appeal. 
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WIDER STUDIES OF URBAN CENTERS PLANNED 


A new program for American Lutheranism will be introduced in selected 
1etropolitan centers during the coming year to assist churches in city situations 
» meet the challenge of modern urbanism. So-called ‘‘master planning studies” 
—concentrated on an entire area rather than on specific congregations—will 
e undertaken in Baltimore, Md., and Cleveland, Ohio, in 1960. 

The plans were made known by Dr. H. Conrad Hoyer of Chicago in his 
8th and last annual report as executive secretary of the NLC’s Division of 
\merican Missions. Dr. Hoyer has resigned to become an associate secretary 
f the Division of Home Missions of the National Council of Churches. He 
vill assume his new post in New York about July 1. 

Pointing out that 97 per cent of the 29,000,000 increase in the United 
tates population since 1950 has been in metropolitan areas, Dr. Hoyer declared. 
The dramatic changes within our cities resulting from population flow and 
eighborhood change stagger the imagination. To serve in the city the churches 
aust know what is happening and they must adapt their programs to the 
hanges that are taking place. Because of our rural heritage, Lutheran churches 
nust be especially alert.” 


The missions executive cautioned that the self-study “is not a quick-aspirin 
anacea for the ills of every congregation.” People ‘who look for immediate 
esults are often disappointed,” he said, and congregations “do not always 
espond quickly and creatively” to the facts about themselves and their com- 
nunities. 


“Yet much has been accomplished and the studies of four years ago are 
till bearing fruit,” he added. ‘The possibilities of the future seem even brighter 
yecause congregations and church executives are beginning to learn how they 
an make creative use of the self-study experience and of the findings from it.” 

Turning to the rural scene, Dr. Hoyer reported that “these churches face 
he stress of social change and with it also the challenging possibilities.” As a 
esult of the NLC’s program in this area, under the direction of Dr. Elwin W. 
Mueller, “new life’’ has been given to town and country churches, he added, 
ind they ‘are growing even in areas of static or declining population.” 


The receipts, he reported, represent 100.2 per cent of the regular goal 
f $3,900,000. As a result of adjustment within the LWA budget after all com- 
nitments are met, it is expected that $175,000 will be available for special 
srojects related to the current World Refugee Year. In addition, $75,000 has 
ulready been forwarded to the Lutheran World Federation for its WRY program. 

Since the first LWA appeal was made in 1939, American Lutherans have 
10w contributed $57,295,608 to the program of spiritual and physical aid carried 
on by the NLC to meet needs arising from World War II. 

Causes for which the funds are used include inter-church aid in Europe, 
refugee resettlement in the U.S. and service to refugees in other countries, 
material relief overseas, ministry to armed forces at home and abroad, ministry 
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to temporary communities in the U.S., world mission, Latin American missions, 
and cooperative work with other Protestant agencies. A large share of the funds 
are channeled through the Lutheran World Federation. 

“They have new vision concerning their responsibility toward their Indian 
neighbors, the migrant farm laborers, the vacationers in their midst, and the 
"Yankee’ townsfolk who ‘used to be Methodist,’ ”’ he said. 

“They also have a new understanding of their community responsibilities, 
their relation to other Christians, and their service to the church-at-large through 
training their young people and contributing them for service in other communi- 
ties throughout the nation.” 

Reporting on the NLC’s Department for the Christian Approach to the 
Jewish People, Dr. Hoyer said that its “most significant thrust’ during the past 
year was a theological consultation concerning ‘The Church and Judaism,” 
held at Lake Geneva, Wis. 

Among the conclusions reached by the conference was “our conviction that 
the time is right for a more intensive effort of the evangelization of the Jews.” 
He stressed that the Lutheran Church has “special responsibility” in this area 
for over 80 per cent of the Jewish people in America live in metropolitan cities 
of over 1,000,000 people, and in the cities where Jewish people concentrate the 
Lutheran Church is the largest or second largest Protestant denomination. “If 
it be true that the ‘laborers are few’ in reaching the Jewish people, this is true 
only because we have segregated Jewish people from the rest of the people in 
our mission thinking,” he observed. 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA OFFICERS MEET 


On December 29 and 30, the officers of the Georgia-Alabama Synod 
met at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Atlanta, Georgia, for a successful 
Officers’ Conference. The first afternoon was spent in having presentations 
from the Synodical Secretaries. The group then divided into groups for 
work-shops. After a supper and a guided tour of Redeemer’s Sanctuary 
with an explanation of the many symbols 
there, the officers enjoyed a panel dis- 
cussion on “The Role of the Christian 
Student.” The rest of the evening was 
spent in recreation until we closed with 
vespers. 

The next morning featured three pre- 
sentations and another work-shop session. 
The film, “New Faces of Africa” was 


shown. 


Executives present skit 
“Othello” at Ga.-Ala. Conference 
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NEWS FROM PACIFIC SOUTHWEST 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE RALLY 


“Love is the Greatest!” Highlighting this theme 220 Luther Leaguers 
yathered at First Lutheran Church in Fresno, California to study and 
liscuss this subject on November 28 and 29. At the opening worship serv- 
ce on Saturday morning the Rev. Andrew Gresko gave the keynote 
dress. His text, I Corinthians 13, was the theme chapter of the rally. 
This theme was then developed by a group of local pastors in three pre- 
entations. The subject was covered from Dick Clark’s comments on 
lating manners for beginners to a description of the marriage service 
vith an explanation of the man to man and man to God relationships 
N matriage. 

Presentations by Leaguers showed imagination and thoughtfulness. 
1 Social Action presentation on service projects brought the message 
ome with a series of punning pantomimes. Devotional suggestions were 
resented with a mimeographed idea sheet and a brief explanation of the 
urpose of worship, followed by candlelight vesper service. Recreation 
ncluded coke breaks, an afternoon in the zoo and a feature film. 

The new officers elected at the rally were Russell Mjolsnes of Orinda, 
resident; Debbie Romeis of Sacramento, officer at large; Dom Peterson 
yf Sacramento, financial secretary; Diane McCallen of Fresno, recording 
ecretary; and Cheyrl’lee Fiskum of San Jose, corresponding secretary. 

Election, recreation, topic tips and theme presentations—the leaguers 
vent home more fully understanding that “The Greatest of These Is Love.” 


ARIZONA CONFERENCE ADVISORS’ WORKSHOP 

A Luther League Advisors’ workshop was held for the Arizona Conference 

f the Pacific Southwest Syond on November 8th at Faith Lutheran Church, 

hoenix. Pastor Frank Starkey of Glendale, California together with Mr. and 

Mrs. Ripplinger of Our Saviour’s, Tucson promoted the workshop. Pastor Stanley 
Yson, synodical director of Christian Education was present. 


SYNODICAL LL MISSIONS PROJECT 


Ten cents out of every dollar given to the Luther League of the Pacific 
outhwest Synod goes to develop a Missions kit. This kit contains items of neces- 
ary equipment for a mission congregation. The kit will be given, later this year, 
> St. Phillip’s, a two-year-old mission congregation in Pacoima, California. 


SURPRISE PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Senior Leaguers at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Inglewood, California, 

ecently roused fellow members from their sleep and took them to the church 

or an early Saturday morning “Surprise Pancake Breakfast.’’ The group washed 
rindows in the parish hall after breakfast. 
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FLASH FROM WINSTON-SALEM 


Leaguers in Augsburg Church, Winston-Salem, N. C., had a busy 
month of December. The group caroled for shut-ins and old people of 
their congregation on the 22nd, after which they had refreshments at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. T. R. Pettyjohn. On the 28th a sub-district 
meeting was held in their church. Following a devotional and a snack 
supper, they held a square dance. New Year’s Eve brought a Watch Night 
Service. From 9 to 12 leaguers enjoyed dancing, card playing and corn- 
popping. They then ushered in the New Year with a special service of 
worship. 


LLA FINANCIAL REPORT DISCLOSED 


Treasurer Arnold Tiemeyer has submitted LLA’s 1959 Financial Report. 
Below is a list of the apportionment receipts from the $/S groups for 1959. 
Leaguers are advised and encouraged to check the record of their particular 
state/synodical league. 

Congratulations go to leaguers of the following synods for meeting their 
apportionment in full: Florida, Mississippi, Montana, North Carolina and South 
Carolina. Congratulations go also to the following groups for their good record: 
Central Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Georgia-Alabama, Michigan, Ohio, Rocky 
Mountain, and West Virginia. 

LLA’s program was supported by the apportionment money, a $37,500 
grant from the U.L.C.A., and $16,199.30 from Youth Sunday offerings. 

The disbursements were for the following programs: subsidy for High 
Ideals and LUTHER LIFE, literature, Youth Sunday material, Caravaning, 
work camping, League training school, Youth Workers’ Institute, Interdenomina- 
tional grants, salaries for the Revs. Conrad, Bauer, and Hoh and office secre- 
taries, LLA representatives to S/S conventions, Office expense, and $10,000 
given to Benevolent causes. 

The balance at the end of the year in the operating fund was $1,457.99 

Anyone desiring a full report can receive one by writing to the treasurer, 
Arnold Tiemeyer, 1644 South 11th Avenue, Maywood, Illinois. 


HAVE WE SEEN YOU IN LUTHER LIFE? 
WHY NOT HAVE YOUR LEAGUE’S DOINGS REPORTED IN YOUR 


MAGAZINE? EVENTS CAN BE AN IDEA-EXCHANGE BANK FOR 
YOUR GROUP’S PROGRAM! 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1959 Apportionment and Receipts—December 31, 1959 


tate/Synodical Luther League Apportionment Receipts 
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$51,858.65 
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LLA GRANTS $10,000 FOR PROJECTS 


The LLA Executive Committee has reported that the Gift Item of 
$10,000 budgeted for Benevolent causes was contributed in full and 
has been divided as follows: 

The Board of Foreign Missions of the ULCA received $8,500 to 
start the “Home Mission Fund of the Lutheran Church of Japan.” World 
Youth Projects of the World Council of Churches received the remaining 
$1,500. In conference with Miss Umeko Kagawa, Secretary for World 
Youth Projects of the World Council (the daughter of Japan’s great 
Christian leader, Toyohiko Kagawa) it was determined that LLA’s con- 
tribution would be used for two projects: 1) $500 for sponsorship of the 
Executive Secretary of the United Christian Youth Organization of Burma, 
with offices in Rangoon, Burma. 2) $1,000 for furnishing the proposed 
Christian Youth Center of the Evangelical Youth Council in Vienna, 
Austria. 


LWF EXCHANGEES SELECTED 


The ULCA was allotted 13 representatives in the 1960 Lutheran 
World Federation European Youth Exchange. From a long list of 
applicants, the selection committee named the following: Janet 
Cruze, Tennessee; Roger Grothen, Nebraska; Elizabeth Herion, 
North Carolina; Barbara Mann, Maryland; Judith McWilliams, 
Ohio; Robert Menges, Central Pennsylvania; Frederick Reisz, 
Pittsburgh; Thomas Ridenhour, North Carolina; August Roesel, 
Georgia; Ann Schulz, Virginia; James Shelton, Minnesota; Vivian 
Smith, Illinois; Paul Zieger, Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 


LLA SECRETARIES WED 


On Saturday, February 6th, LLA’s Secretary Dorothy Davis was married to 
the Reverend John Buerk, the assistant pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Albany, New York. [See page 45 of this issue.} Dot is also president of the 
N. Y.-New England LL. 

LLA’s 1955-59 Secretary, Jacqueline Grey (Sue) Culp, married Frederick 
Amos Garrett on Friday, February 12. They’re living at 1312 Euclid Avenue 
Charlotte, N. C. Sue is the former President of the Luther League of Nort 
Carolina; elected Member-At-Large of LLA Executive Committee in 1953; Act 
ing Secretary of LLA from 1954-1955. 


HAVE YOU TOLD YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT LUTHER LIFE? 
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THE WORK OF RECREATION 


by Helmut Lehmann 


. . this is how God keeps his promises 


ECREATION for most of us 

means having fun like going 
wimming, for a hike, dancing, seeing 
TV show, playing football, hockey, 
t baseball. Activities like these re- 
resh us. They make us feel good, even 
aspire us. We can tackle our work 
vith joy and enthusiasm. We like to 
o what we do after we have had some 
ecreation. 

This work of creating us anew— 
screating us—is the work of the Holy 
pirit. 

One day I heard a native Christian 
f India talking about his faith. Com- 
ig from a land where some followers 
f non-Christian religions believe in 
Dirits, good and evil, he spoke of 
1e work of the Holy Spirit. Like many 
thers he prefers to speak of the Third 
erson of the Trinity as Holy Spirit. 
Holy Ghost,” he said, ‘sounds so 
hostly.”’ 

I'm not sure it makes much differ- 
nce whether you use Holy Spirit or 
loly Ghost because both words seem 
) say something that’s hard to get 
old of. Somehow it’s difficult to form 
ny picture of the Holy Spirit or Holy 
thost. We use the symbol of a dove 
) represent the Holy Spirit because he 
ppeared in the form of a dove at the 
aptism of Jesus. Or we use the symbol 


of tongues of fire because ‘‘tongues as 
of fire” appeared to the apostles (Acts 
2:3) when they were filled with the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. But that’s 
about the best we can do when it comes 
to visualizing the Holy Spirit. We do 
much better in forming a picture of 
God as Father or of Jesus Christ as 
Son. 

Part of our difficulty comes from 
thinking simply of the work of the 
Holy Spirit as “‘inspiring.’”’ Inspiration 
is a will-o’-the-wisp sort of thing. 
When we say that a talk, a painting, a 
poem, a sermon or speech is inspiring 
we think of the “‘lift’’ we get. We feel 
better or we are more optimistic be- 
cause our emotions have been stirred. 
Such inspiration is good provided we 
don’t make it the only yardstick of 
what is “for real.” And we really 
ought not limit our experience of the 
Holy Spirit to “what is inspiring.” 
Although my Indian acquaintance 
didn’t mean it that way, thinking of 
the Holy Spirit’s work as simply in- 
spiting strikes me as a bit “ghostly,” 
too—I won't say ghastly. 


Lord and Giver of Life 


We're on much firmer ground, if 
we think of the Holy Spirit as “the 
Lord and Giver of Life.’’ That's what 
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we confess him to be in the Nicene 
Creed. Rather than describing the Holy 
Spirit as “inspirational,” we should 
thing of him as the Creator. Usually 
we think of God the Father, as the 
Creator, and we are right in doing so. 
But along with God, the Father, and 
the Son, the Holy Spirit is the Creator 
of life. The moment we speak of the 
Creator we remember the opening 
words of the Bible about the creation 
of the world: ‘In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth. . .”. 

So much has been said about the 
importance of the opening phrase of 
Gen. 1:1, “In the beginning God .. .,” 
that it seems no more need be said 
about God’s mighty deed of creation. 
In our thinking about the creation of 
the world we get bogged down in won- 
dering how the Genesis story squares 
with all we have learned in science 
and history about the origin of the 
world and of life. Some seem to think 
it is important to know the order in 
which everything was created, forget- 
ting that the opening chapters of the 
Bible don’t agree on the sequence in 
which everything was made. But if you 
look at the creation story in the light 
of the faith of God’s people in the 
Old Testament and in the New, some- 
thing that is often neglected is said 
there: “. . . the Spirit of God was 
moving over the face of the waters” 
(Genml-2))2 

By itself this statement isn’t any 
more important than a pebble on a 
beach or a blade of grass on a lawn. 
The pebble may be important in rela- 
tion to the beach, the water, and the 
whole surroundings. And the blade of 
grass may have some significance in 
relation to the lawn where it has 
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sprung up. Separated from its sur- 
roundings pebble or grass may have 
little meaning. In the jargon of 
geology or botany you would say you 
have to consider your find in relation 
to its environment. Then your ‘‘find’”’ 
may become meaningful. 

In similar fashion we have to see 
what ‘‘the Spirit moving over the face 
of the waters’’ means in its environ- 
ment, which is the world of the Bible. 
Only the Bible isn’t our familiar 
world; it is, as someone else has put it, 
a “strange new world.’ So to get at 
what the Bible means requires much 
more than reading a few of its verses 
every day for “inspiration.” To “‘get’’ 
the message of the Bible means put- 
ting “consecrated gray matter’ to 
work. Osmosis works with plants in 
the Bible, but of with its people. 

Take the work of the Holy Spirit 
from there and see what is meant 
when the Bible speaks of ‘the Spirit 
moving over the face of the waters.” 


Order From Chaos 

When the opening verses of the 
Bible paint a picture of the world as 
being without form and void, the 
create an image of the world as lack 
ing order. The world seems like a mas 
that is muggy and formless. It is a 
though an artist had spattered on hi 
canvas large blotches of gray that sig 
nify nothing. Out of this confusion th 
Holy Spirit creates order. And the firs 
law of the universe is an order with 
out which life would be impossible 
If there were no order you wouldn’ 


his quadrant could not determine th 
position of his ship, the farmer coul 
not count on the regularity of th 


seasons, the weatherman could not rely 
on his barometer, and the rocketeer at 
Cape Canaveral would not know the 
Dest time for his next moon-shoot. But 
God, the Holy Spirit, has transformed 
chaos into order, giving all of life a 
sequence and rhythm that is a constant 
source of wonder as it makes life 
dossible. 


And it isn’t as though the Holy 
Spirit had stopped moving over the 
face of the waters in some distant, dim 
past. If God the Holy Spirit had just 
tarted the machinery of the universe 
with its laws of order, we would have 
‘o think of him simply as an agent or 
i force or something. God the Holy 
Spirit continues to uphold the order 
of life he created. 


The story of the flood, with all its 
wonder and terror, underscores this 
ontinuing activity of God. After the 
sluices of heaven were closed and the 
waters had receded, Noah built an 
iltar as a symbol of his thankfulness 
‘or his rescue. Then the Lord gave the 
sromise to Noah and his descendants, 
‘While the earth remains, seedtime 
ind harvest, cold and heat, summer 
ind winter, day and night, shall not 
ease. 


Now, the point of the story about 
Noah is not to make us curious about 
whether the flood occurred in the 
-aleozoic, the Pleistocene, or the Plio- 
ene age. Nor does it really matter 
whether or not we can explain where 
Noah got the provisions to feed the 
nembers of his family and all of the 
inimals during the flood. Some day 
omeone may find splinters of the 
wood from the ark at Mount Ararat. 
3ut the splinters would not add one 
ubit to the stature of the story about 


Noah. It’s the promise at the end of 
the story that’s important. 


It is as though the Lord were stick- 
ing his countenance out from behind 
the curtain of nature’s mystery for a 
moment saying to Noah, ‘‘The order I 
created through my Spirit at the be- 
ginning shall continue. I will uphold 
you by my hand and by my power.” 
As this promise is fulfilled in every 
hour of the day and night, in every 
month of the year, and in every year 
of our lives, the Holy Spirit shows 
himself to us and the Christian com- 
munity of all times, places, races, and 
classes as “the Lord and Giver of 
Life.” 


Wind, Word, and Spirit 

The upshot of all that has been said 
links the Holy Spirit with creation. 
His work is concerned with what we 
eat, drink, wear, see, and feel. And 
that point has been made first because 
we so Often think of the Holy Spirit's 
work in relation to inspiration of the 
Bible, baptism, the church, conversion, 
or repentance. Of course we're right 
in thinking of the Holy Spirit’s work 
in connection with all of these matters 
of our faith; but we must not leave 
creation out, as we shall see, if we take 
another look at the statement about 
the Spirit moving over the face of 
the waters. 

At Gen: 1:2 in your RSV Bible 
the translators have included a foot- 
note, telling us that the Hebrew word 
for “Spirit” can also mean “wind.” 
Now there’s a big difference between 
God the Holy Spirit and the wind. 
Some of us may therefore ask how the 
writers of the Bible could fail to make 
a clear distinction between Spirit and 
wind. Instead of enlightening us, the 
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footnote of the RSV translators may 
confuse us at first. 


What's the Connection? 


Before we look at this troublesome 
question more closely, we should take 
something else into account. The New 
Testament, too, sees a close connection 
between the Spirit and the wind. To 
Nicodemus Jesus says, “The wind 
blows where it wills, and you hear 
the sound of it, but you do not know 
whence it comes or whither it goes; 
so it is with every one who is born 
of the Spirit’” (John 3:8). When the 
gift of the Holy Spirit was given the 
apostles on Pentecost, ‘‘a sound came 
from heaven like the rush of a mighty 
wind...” (Acts 2:2). Since we find 
this connection between wind and 
Spirit in the New Testament too, we 
may not be troubled so much by this 
question. 


But the relationship between wind 
and Spirit goes far deeper than asso- 
ciation. Though the RSV translators 
don’t tell us in their footnote, the 
Hebrew word for Spirit can also mean 
“breath.” That word may have a more 
familiar ring for us, at least for those 
of us who sing the hymn, “Breathe on 
me, breath of God, Fill me with life 
anew...” (SBH No. 470). In this 
hymn we ask the God who created us 
to fill us with life anew—to recreate 
us. And we ask God to accomplish 
this through his “breath.” 


In the Bible, especially in certain 
parts of the Old Testament, God's 
breath is connected with God’s word. 
Sometimes God’s word or speech is 
described as ‘the breath of his lips.” 
When the creation story tells us seven 
times, “And God said,” the theme of 
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the creation is given: God creates the 
world through “the breath of his lips,” 
through his spoken word. By creating 
the world through his word God is, 
however, not a kind of “super- 
magician” who, because he knows the 
right formula, can produce a world, 
complete with all the trimmings, by 
saying a word or two. No, God can 
create the world by his word because 
this word is the breath of Ais lips, 
because he is God. 

With their little footnote the RSV 
translators have forced us to find a 
clue to understanding the work of the 
Spirit of God. Word and Spirit belong 
together. Where God creates through 
his word, he creates through his Spirit, 
and where he creates through his 
Spirit, he creates through his word. 
God creates the world through his 
word and Spirit. And through his word 
and Spirit God keeps on filling us 
“with life anew.” If for one moment 
God should withhold his life-giving 
breath from his creation, we with our 
magnificent achievements and our 
probings into outer space would fall 
back into a vacuum, nothingness and 
disorder. We are dependent on God's 
Spirit in a way we just cannot imagine. 

We are dependent, God's Spirit is 
free. We can’t change that truth by 
trying to imprison God's Spirit in a 
book like the Bible or in rites like 
the sacraments or in worship, be it 
free or liturgical. Like the wind which 
blows where it wills, God’s Spirit is 
not at our command like a water faucet 
which we can turn off and on at will. 
All we can do is wait for God’s Spiri 
and trust that he will breathe on u 
and “fill us with life anew.” 
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Father, Son, and Spirit 


Waitiny for God's Spirit to come 
bes not mean God is fickle, as though 
¢ will send. his Spirit whenever he 
moved to do so by whim or fancy. 
le does not treat his children like a 
ictator who does what he pleases 
hen he pleases, for God is love. That 
ve of God isn’t just a glow that 
mes and goes like ovr moods some- 
mes do. His love is steady and stead- 
ist because it took the shape of a 
aby, born in a barn, and of a man, 
ying the death of a criminal on a 
‘OSS. 


One of the men who saw God's 
ve take the shape of a cross in Jesus 
f Nazareth was driven to write the 
ory of the strange form that love 
ok. As this short-story writer of the 
lew Testament church turned this 
ve over in his mind he saw in Jesus 
new beginning for the human race. 
> he started his Gospel with the same 
nrase that forms the opening of the 
ible: ‘In the beginning. . . .” But 
> does not rehash the familiar story 
out how God created the heavens 
1d the earth. Instead the short-story 
riter of the Gospel of John says, “In 
e beginning was the Word . . . and 
¢ Word became flesh. . . .”’ In Jesus 
od became that baby born in a barn 
1d a human being who dies on a 
oss. That’s how much God loves the 
orld he created and creates. In Jesus, 
ho is his word—the breath of his lips 
come flesh—God gives us who have 
tned our backs on him a new begin- 
ng. Through Jesus Christ we become 
od’s new creation, We are filled with 
fe anew. 

“If anyone is in Christ he is a new 
eature.'’ God the Father through his 


word of love, his Son and his Spirit, 
creates and recreates us. 

By recreating us the Holy Spirit ‘‘in- 
spires us,’” makes us new people, and 
gives us life. In Jesus Christ, ‘‘the 
breath of God's lips become flesh,” 
God promises us who wait on him to 
hear our prayer-hymn, ‘‘Breathe on me, 
breath of God, Fill me with life 
anew. ...’ To see how God keeps his 
promises, look at his creation, at 
Christ, your baptism, your faith, your 
church, 


TOPIC HELPS 


What is the difference between ‘inspiration’ 


and ‘recreation?’ We hear a lot about 


‘mountain top experiences’ nowadays; are 
these necessarily ‘recreating’ as this is under- 
stood in this article or are they often only 
emotionally exciting? What are the different 
promises God makes in the biblical account 
of His people? (discuss the Noah story, Ab- 
raham, Moses and Adam and Eve after the 
Fall in Genesis) How do we know that God 
keeps his promise? What is a covenant? 
Can we control God‘s Spirit? What is the 
connection between word, wind and spirit? 
Can God's spirit work in all people, or just 
those who believe in Him? Does God’s spirit 
work in 1960? 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


HYMN: SBH 120, O Holy Spirit, enter in 

SCRIPTURE: Gen. 1:1-5; John 1:1-18; Acts 
2:1-8. 

PRAYER: We praise thee O Lord, our Creator 
and Redeemer, that thou hast sent us 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Blessed art 
thou who hast remained steadfast and 
faithful in the promises to thy people. 
Amen. 

HYMN: SBH 124, Creator Spirit, by whose aid 


LT 


by Ralph Moellering 


Atos any discussion about the desirability of increasing the number 
of interracial contacts in the Church is greeted with a query about 
racial intermarriage. If a Christian leader has been pleading for racial 
tolerance and the acceptance of Negroes as members of “white churches” 
someone in the audience will invariably raise his hand and present the 
counter-argument that is expected to crush all integration sentiment: 
“Everything that you say about Christian love applying to all people 
sounds good. No one can question that Christ lived and died for the 
benefit of all races. No one can deny that we must do missionary work 
among all nations. But we must be realistic. We must retain separate 
churches to preserve the integrity of the white race. It is dangerous to 
mingle blacks and whites in the churches. Negro and white teenagers 
attending the same Luther League might be attracted to each other and 
want to date across racial lines. Meeting together in a social way is likely 
to lead to a “mixed” marriage. Frankly speaking, sir, would you want 
your daughter to marry a Negro?” 

Here is an issue which appears to be in the back of the minds of 
many Christian people as they weigh the pros and cons in the integration- 
segregation controversies of our day. When parents objected to the admis- 
sion of Negro boys and girls into the public schools of Little Rock one 
of their primary fears was the assumption that integration in the class- 
rooms would eventually lead to the collapse of the taboos against interracial 
marriage. Some advocates of white supremacy have become fanatical 
on the subject. The original leader of the White Citizen’s Councils in 
Mississippi said: “I, for one, would gladly lay down my life to prevent 
mongrel-ization. There is no greater cause.’ 

Novels dealing with the racial issue have often spun the webs of 
their plots around the tragic consequences of an interracial love affair. 
Graham Green’s The Quiet American has as a leading character the attrac- 
tive Vietnamese girl Phuong, who is the mistress of the English reporter, 
Thomas Fowler; and is wooed by the American intruder with honorable 
intentions, Alden Pyle. Too Late the Phalarope by Alan Paton is the 
episode of the young white police lieutenant who violates the inviolable 
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code of his country when he meets a Negro girl by night.In Lillian 
Smith’s Strange Fruit, Tracy, the white boy, is genuinely in love with the 
colored girl, Nonnie Anderson. But because of the unwritten laws of the 
Georgia town in which they live they must meet secretly and make a 
sin out of what, under favorable circumstances, could have been an 
honorable and happy marriage. In The Narrows by Ann Petry we are 
again presented with a situation in which black and white are irresistibly 
drawn together in a love affair. This time it is a wealthy white heiress 
who finds relief from her loneliness in the arms of a handsome, Dart- 
mouth-educated Negro. Once again prejudice asserts itself and the novel 
ends in tragedy. 


Fiction, as well as stark realities, should remind us that sex relations 
between the races is not an issue so delicate that the Church can afford to 
remain silent. 

To begin with it might be mentioned that there is little or no evidence 
to show that integration in the churches has served to promote racial 
inter-marriage. In the interracial church which I served for over five years 
in Chicago we had no Negro-white weddings. Even though our youth 
society and neighborhood teenager club were racially inclusive { both 
Negroes and whites belonged} we had no instances of dating across racial 
lines. This does not mean it would never happen, but it should help 
to demonstrate that what attracts Negroes to our churches in the first 
place is not the prospect of marrying our daughters. Our experience has 
been that what many Negroes most appreciate about the Lutheran Church 
is the opportunity to gain a better understanding of Christian doctrine 
through our educational system and confirmation classes, and to worship 
in a more solemn and meaningful manner than they were accustomed to 
in non-liturgical churches. 

In any event the dread of racially mixed marriages is based on sinful 
and irrational prejudices. From a Christian standpoint the objection is 
invalid that we cannot open our church doors to “all nations” because 
it might lead to more weddings involving black and white couples. We 
have no right to calculate the social results of fulfilling the missionary 
command of our Lord. We are called upon to be obedient and faithful in 
discharging our responsibilities. “God is no respecter of persons.” In 
the fellowship of the Christian Church all external distinctions are dis- } 
solved. In Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, . . . slave nor free,.. . 
male nor female.” 


Alert young Christians will want to be enlightened by the latest 
findings available from the sciences of anthropology, sociology, and 
psychology. When they do, they will discover that the very concept of 
“race’’ is difficult to define. The alleged differences between “races” are 
limited to a few superficial physical characteristics. So-called “‘pure’’ races 
are nowhere to be found. There is no guarantee that any of us have an 
exclusively “Nordic” or Anglo-Saxon ancestry. There are many people 
classified as “white” who have one or more of the features associated with 
Negroes. Few, if any, reputable scientists any longer believe in the basic 
inferiority of some races. 

Actually it is ridiculous to become so upset over a difference in the 
amount of pigmentation {coloring} in the skin or the shape of the nose 
or the texture of the hair. And contrary to the rumors one hears there 
are no ‘‘throwbacks’’ to a coal-black child. The science of genetics has 
firmly established what possibilities there are for variation among the 
offspring of mixed marriages, and flatly denies that there are physical 
defects involved. Only the vulgar and ignorant can continue to speak 
of “mongrel-ization” as though marriage between Negroes and whites 
is a sin against God and nature. 

Nowhere do the Scriptures of the Old or New Testament intimate 
that marriage is to be avoided between certain segments of the human 
family. All humanity, of every shade of color, and with an infinite variety 
of physical characteristics, has been created by God. All are His children. 
All have been included in His plan for restoring the world to Himself 
through the sacrificial death of His Son. Certainly Christians should not 
uphold artificial barriers between people that God has neither commanded 
nor intended. 


The selection of a husband or a wife is after all a matter of personal, 
individual preference. Our daughters will not be compelled to marry 
Negroes because we have admitted them into membership in our churches. 
Even so, if such a situation should develop, it need not be viewed as a 
major calamity. In Hebrews 13:4 we are told that ‘‘marriage is honorable 
in all, and the bed undefiled; but whoremongers and adulterers God will 
judge.” 

Marriage between black and white, if entered into voluntarily with 
the same honorable intentions that are assumed in any marriage between 
two avowed Christians, is not to be frowned upon as something unclean 


22 


or improper, but is to be blessed by the ritual and prayers of the Church. 
And after such a marriage has been consummated according to the divine 
intention every effort should be made to urge the members of the con- 
gregation to treat them the same as they would any other respected mem- 
bers of the Body of Christ. Not only should fellow Christians defend 
their right to be married, but they should do everything within their power 
to ease their adjustment in the places where they live and work. 

Do not jump to any hasty conclusions, however. We are not recom- 
mending racial intermarriage. In “the present distress’ it would seem 
advisable to caution against sentencing one’s self, one’s husband or wife, 
and one’s offspring to the penalties which are likely to be imposed by 
a cruel society. But if two Christian individuals, Negro and white, are 
determined to have each other, the Church’s role should be to insist that 
they do not do so secretly and dishonorably, but within the bonds of 
holy matrimony. 

What must be condemned from a Christian viewpoint as immoral 
and ungodly is not interracial marriage, but the unlawful fulfilment 
of the sexual impulse. In all honesty it must be admitted that the white 
man has a shameful record in this matter. Ever since the earliest slave- 
holding days he has taken unfair advantage of Negro women. These 
sins of lust and prostitution are what the Bible says “God will judge.” 


We urge that Christian youth groups ventilate this controversial 
subject in their meetings. Try to keep the participants from clouding the 
issues by becoming emotionally aroused. Keep calm. Think clearly. And 


let the Word of God under the guidance of the Holy Spirit be decisive. 
a 


This article is an adaptation, by the author, of one of a series of lectures on 
the race problem in the church, delivered last summer at Valparaiso University. While 
the point of emphasis here is the Negro-white marriage question, there are obviously 
significant problems which also merit discussion with regard to interracial marriage 
generally. Why do many peoples in different parts of the world discourage inter- 
marriage with other peoples and races? Why do many people fear the social results 
of carrying out Christ’s command to take the Gospel to all peoples? What factors 
tend to break down social taboos against interracial marriage? What tend to rein- 
force them? Can we be Christians and still not be willing to go all the way in 
serving and obeying Christ? What are some of the other ‘artificial barriers’ which 
professing Christians set up between themselves and their brothers in and out of the 
Church? If possible, invite a couple who represent an interracial marriage to speak 
to your group, perhaps a soldier who has married a woman from one of the Far 
Eastern or Middle Eastern lands where he had been stationed. Too Late the Phalarope 
by Alan Paton, mentioned in the article, describes a South African situation spe- 
cifically but it could be transplanted almost anywhere the races are existing side by 
side. It would make good reading and discussion material for a serious high school 
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“in the beginning 


God created 


the heavens 
and the earth...” 


by Walter Weyhmann 


Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
Gird up your loins like a man. 
I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
Tell me, if you have understanding. 
Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 


“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 
or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 
or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 
Declare, if you know all this. 


“Do you know the ordinances of the heavens? 
Can you establish their rule on the earth? 


“Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, 
that a flood of waters may cover you?” 


If God were to ask these questions of the twentieth century scientists, 
e would certainly be less than convincing in His arguments. For out of his 
nowledge’’, the scientist might reply: 
“I am he who fathoms the secrets of the universe with my 
countless instruments and all-powerful Method. 
I am he who has measured the earth to greater accuracy 
than Your servant Job ever dreamed. 
(Measurements all Your theologians together could not 


perform). 
With my submarines and bathyspheres I plunge into the depths 
of the sea. 


With my microscopes and medicines I have doubled the lifespan, 


And with my telescopes and radiometers I peer 
10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 miles into space. 
I fly over the clouds dropping dry ice therein 


.. and it rains!” 
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The dialogue continues: 

“But do you know the secrets of life?” 

“I am learning about the building blocks of life, the proteins 
and DNA, I know much about the simplest forms of life, the viruses. 
I am confident that soon I shall have mastered these completely, 
and then I shall create them in my test tubes.” 


‘Blasphemy! Heresy! !” cries the theologian. 
“There is no God!” retorts the atheist. 


This little drama, or one like it, has been going on now almost continu 
ally since the time of Galileo and Copernicus, when it was declared that the 
earth is not at the center of the universe. This warfare between Christianity 
and Science reached its peak, after many minor outbreaks, when Darwin an- 
nounced his theory of evolution one hundred years ago. The end is not ye 
in sight. Just recently a prominent Lutheran clergyman has declared that ne 
Christian can advocate the theory of evolution. Yet the famous astronome: 
Harlow Shapley recently said, ‘Darwinian evolution is not a theory any more 
but a fact.’ No wonder the Christian scientist is perplexed and, yes, even angry 

What is the Method? Here we refer to that very vague way the scientis 
goes about his work. The Method is the tactic and scientific instruments, the 
weapons in the conquest of knowledge about nature. However, before he 
can sound the call to arms and attack a problem about the physical nature 0: 
the world, before he can unleash the fury of his Method and instruments, the 
scientist must have a certain faith that the war is justified and his weapon 
sound. 

Foremost this involves the belief that nature does not play tricks on hi 
that nature will not operate one way one day and another way the next. Thi 
is also to say that two different people doing the same measurement will g¢ 
the same results; if they do not, either one of them is wrong or they bot 
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ced to take up a new profession. Another way of phrasing this is to say 
at all events in nature follow certain definite rules which we call the natural 
ws. The task of the scientist, then, is just to discover what those laws are. 

Associated with this is the belief that these laws can be expressed in 
form which allows one to make actual numerical predictions about an event 
hich is to be measured. This is just where that mysterious language and tool 
led mathematics comes into the picture. When we write down equations like 
= ma or E — mc’, we assume that we can just substitute numbers for the 
tters and make a prediction. For example, the second formula tells us that 
1e pound of coal could furnish all the electrical energy a fairly large city 
es in one year, if all its mzass were turned into Energy. In words that formula 
ads, ‘‘Energy, E, equals the mass, m, times the velocity of light, c, times the 
locity of light, c.” So mathematical formulas are just shorthand expressions 
wr the natural laws. To reduce some formulas into their simplest verbal form 
ould require thousands of words. 

What do these two beliefs mean? Simply that if a pitcher throws a 
useball with a certain amount of force in a certain direction it will be a 
trike (Belief 2), and every time he throws it that way it will cross the 
late (Belief 1). If that were not true there would be no science . . . and no 
iseball! 

In these and other beliefs to which the scientist swears allegiance before 
itering the battle with nature, we can see an argument which will help us 
scide whether science and God can exist side by side. The argument is simply 
us. Science is limited to a study of those properties which can be quantitatively 
easured, properties such as length, weight, time. Anything else is not in the 
ymain of science. 

We have also seen that the scientist must assvme certain principles before 
> can say that his results really hold some degree of truth. These principles 
nnot be proved by the scientific method itself; they must come from outside 
ience. One can say that they simply must be taken for granted, but this is 
ot a very satisfying answer. Another reply would be that they come from 
belief that God has built a good and “law-abiding” universe. But actually 
‘is cannot be scientifically proved either. So there are built into science certain 
isic assumptions which science cannot prove. The scientist must choose for 
imself on what philosophy he thinks it is best to found these assumptions. 
nd science can not prove him wrong, as long as his philosophy does not 
sagree with the facts of science. 

Thus, we are free, for the moment at least, to believe that the unprovable 
sumptions of science can be founded on the order that God has built into 
lis universe. The only remaining question is whether this belief in God con- 
icts with the facts of science. (Here I am talking like a scientist. A theologian 
ould ask if science conflicts with the facts of Christianity. We shall see 
at it makes no difference who asks the question.) 

Science answers such questions as what happens when fluorine is put 
| drinking water, how one can increase our output of food, how we can 
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make an atom bomb, how we can get to the moon. It does not answer the 
questions as—should we put fluorine in drinking water, should we... .,... 
These questions are ethical and social questions which only religion can 
answer. 

Likewise, the Bible (and Christian theology) does not tell us whether 
atoms exist or not, does not tell us how to build radios or television sets, does 
not tell us how to use the substances we find in nature or make in test 
tubes to heal disease. It does tell us whether our use of these God-given materials 
is proper or not. 

So the conclusion is this: The Christian man has faith in God and a love 
of the order He has put into His universe. Man has been given the intelligence 
and the means to investigate His world. The scientist has in his hands the 
tools needed to discover His design in the physical world; the theologian has 
been given the tools to discover God’s will for man and His universe. These 
pursuits complement and do not oppose each other. The same sort of thing 
may be said of the other intellectual disciplines such as history, music, English, 
etc. The House of Intellect can be a harmonious house dedicated to the praise 
of the Lord. 

But wait; the road has not yet been cleared of all the stones, perhaps 
boulders. For if scientists are free to be Christians, why aren’t more of them 
“on our side.” The first reason is simply the fact that there exist no data which 
can convince the scientist that God exists. This conviction springs from some- 
thing else; and that is a matter between the scientist a God (and some 
evangelical Christians), not between the scientist and his instruments. The 
second reason is associated with the relationship between the scientist and the 
temporal Church. Certainly a scientist cannot be a Lutheran who renounces 
the theory of evolution and at the same time have faith in the scientific method 
of learning about the physical world. 

Then what are some of the stumbling blocks that exist in the path t¢ 
mutual understanding? There are many, both major and minor, real ones 
and even more that are fictitious. Let’s just name a few so that we ca 
better understand the problem. The first reason stems from something we’v« 
talked about before—language. A preacher can hardly expect a scientist, 0 
anyone else, to listen to a talk on Paul’s concept of charisma (yes, it’s Greek) 
especially if he’s going to use ancient languages in his discussion. Likewise 
the scientist can not expect the local pastor to drop in on a seminar abou 
the use of the dispersion relations in solving the meson-meson scattering prob 
lem! Someone is going to have to do a lot of work before there can be 
powwow, and all of us are going to need a better education in both sides of t 
case. What's more, this problem gets more acute every day. 


SEE SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ON PAGE 23 


And now to point my finger briefly at the two parties in this story. If the 
cientist has sinned, it is in believing that by studying the physical world and 
's laws he can come to understand the nature and destiny of man; it is in 
ailing to realize how much he is influenced by the non-scientific elements in 
he world around him. If the theologian has erred, it is in believing that the 
nly worthwhile knowledge is to be found in religion; it is in professing that 
ne Bible contains the only complete truth. 

God has made the world, all of it. History and English and physics and, 
es, even Latin and geometry are a part of that world; and God has given 
s the tools with which to study it: writing and speech and sight and materials. 
t is from this knowledge that the Christian scientist can knock on doors of 
ature and say, 


“Show me thy ways, 

Open thy innermost doors. 

For the Lord has given me knowledge, 
That I might praise His Name.” 


ind then, with the psalmist, he says, 


Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; 
worship the Lord in holy array. 


The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders, 
the Lord, upon many waters. 

The voice of the Lord is powerful, 
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 


The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
The Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
May the Lord give strength to his people! 
May the Lord bless his people with peace!” 


DISCUSSION 

What is the religious content (i.e., the lesson) in each of the two creation stories (Genesis 
-2:3; 2:4-3:24)? Do these stories still teach us something of religious value even if we do 
ot believe God created the universe in this way? 

Does the belief that nature follows certain definite patterns or laws keep us from be- 
eving in miracles? 

Do you think that the fact that there exist many different kinds of Christian churches 
1akes it more difficult for scientists who are non-Christian to be converted? Why? 
Discuss Job’s answer to the Lord in the light of our discussion here. 
levotions (at the closing of the meeting) 

Psalm 24 
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' A letter to a missionary who just wouldn't do 


by an unknown author 


Reverend Saul (Apostle) Paul 
Independent Missionary 
Corinth, Greece 

Dear Mr. Paul: 


We recently received an application from you for service under 
our Board. To be plain, we are surprised that you have been able to 
pass as a bona fide missionary. 

Do you think it seemly for a missionary to do part-time secular 
work? We hear that you are making tents on the side. In a letter to 
the Church at Philippi, you admitted that they were the only church 
supporting you... we wonder why. 


Is it true that you have a jail record? Certain brethren report that 
you did two years at Caesarea and were imprisoned at Rome. 


Sensationalism has no place in missions! We deplore the lurid 
over-the-wall episode at Damascus and are appalled at your obvious 
lack of conciliatory behavior. Diplomatic men are not stoned and 
dragged out of the city or assaulted by furious mobs, 


Have you ever suspected that gentler words might gain more 
friends? I enclose a copy of Dalius Carnagus’ book, “How to Win 
Jews and Influence Greeks. 


In one of your letters you refer to yourself as Paul, the Aged. 
Our new mission policies do not anticipate a surplus of elderly recipi- 
ents. We understand, too, that you are given to fantasies and dreams. 
We believe that more realistic and practical minds are needed in the 
task of world evangelism. 

Your ministry bas been far too flighty to be successful. First Asia 
Minor, then Macedonia, then Greece, then Italy, and now you are 
talking about a wild goose chase in Spain. 

Concentration is more important than dissipation of one’s powers. 
You can’t win the whole world by yourself! You are just one little 
Paul. 


In a recent sermon, you said, “God forbid that I should glory in 
anything save the cross of Christ.” It seems to us that you also ought 
to glory in our heritage, our denominational program, the unified 
budget. 

Your sermons are much too long for the time. At one place you 
talked until after midnight, and a young man was so sleepy that he 
fell out of the window and broke his neck, Our contention is that 
nobody is saved after the first twenty minutes. 

A healthy mind and robust body is our ideal for all applicants. 
Dr. Luke reports that you are a thin little man, bald, frequently sick 
and always so agitated over your churches that you sleep poorly. 

In all my twenty-five years of experience, I have never heard of 
a man so opposite to the requirements of our Foreign Missions Board. 
If we were to accept you we would have to break every rule of modern 
missionary practice. 

Most sincerely yours, 
J. Flavius Fluffyhead, Secretary, 
Foreign Missions Board 


—By Permission from the National Lutheran 


In the May LUTHER LIFE: 


Patsy Il—-by Andresen 
The Ascension 
Evangelism in British Guiana 
Special Critical Reviews 
Report from Alaska! 
The Story of A Remarkable Young Man 


Your Future—An old story with a modern twist 
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CHRISTIANS CARE! 


The following resolution was adopted by the biennial convention of the 

Luther League of America at Cornell last August: 
“Whereas, we, youth of the church, are vitally concerned in all areas 
of our Lord’s work, and 
, Whereas, we recognize that the older generation today is facing new 
and difficult problems which result from arbitrary retirement ages, increased 
longevity, and lack of opportunities for them to use their abilities, and 
Whereas, young people today need to realize the seriousness of these 
problems and 
Whereas, there is much we as young people can do by taking an inter- 
est in the aged through deeds done individually and projects sponsored 
by groups, and 
Whereas, we are often in positions to aid our senior citizens in our 
own homes, our communities, our churches, and our church institutions, 
therefore 
BE IT RESOLVED: that the Social Action Committee for the coming 
biennium consider (as a major area of study and work) the social problem of 
older people’s relationship to society, and suggest that the Committee pro- 
pose projects and programs whereby local leagues might help to ease this 
social problem.” 

As partial fulfillment of this commission, the Social Action Committee 
offers to leagues this list of reference material for discussion and programs on 
the subject of the problem of the aged and aging in our society. 

All of the following materials are available from the Board of Social 
Missions, 231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, New York: 

Ye Visited Me, 20¢: A 32-page booklet with suggestions for con- 
gregational programs for older people, visitors to the aged and shut- 
ins. Bibliography of other materials for background reading and dis- 
cussion. 

The Congregation and the Older Adult, 10¢: 19-page booklet with 
suggestions for congregational program for older people. Suggested 
reading list. 

The Accent is on the Aged, 5¢: A 4-page leaflet on the crises of the 
aged and the role of the congregation. 

Reservoir of Talent, 5¢: 4-page reprint on the contribution olde 
people can make in a congregation, and discusses some of our miscon 
ceptions about older people, their actions and their abilities. 

Older People Confront the Churches, 10¢: Reprint of 1955 Chris 
tian Century article on the activity of churches. 

Watch future issues of LUTHER LIFE for articles on the problem o 
the aged in our society and for more program helps. Keep informed! 
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Election Year 1960: Ill 
. the stakes are high in this battle 


OUNG freedom fighters battled Russian tanks with only stones in 

their hands during the Hungarian uprising. University students often 
are leaders in agitation to wipe out the remaining vestiges of foreign 
domination in many underdeveloped countries. One of the key groups 
working for the abolition of segregation has been young Negro war 
veterans who have returned home convinced that segregation must and 
can be ended. In many areas of the world, young people are doing things 
through politics and about politics and are to be commended for it. What 
of the young people of the United States? 

During 1960 the newspaper headlines and the television channels 
will be dominated by the political campaigns looking toward the presi- 
dential elections. Many people will simply be bored. Others will support 
one party with what amounts to religious fanaticism. Can young people 
play a worthwhile part in this campaign even though they cannot vote? 

Many of us will wonder how Christianity looks at politics, for there 
is no clear understanding of that question among Christians today. Politics 
involves a power struggle between different business groups as well as 
between labor, management, and the farmers. Can Christians be involved 
in such a partisan struggle between different power blocs? Politics also 
has to make use of the desire of men for personal advancement. Politicians 
themselves do not usually get rich, but they sometimes help others to 
do so at the expense of the public. Can Christians be parties to boodle- 
splitting, passing around of jobs, and insincere campaign promises ? 
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In the Bible and in modern Christian thought, God is believed to 
call men to political leadership. Thus Saul and David are made kings 
over Israel and the New Testament speaks of men being made rulers 
over the nations for the well-being of mankind. All men are reminded 
that they owe obedience to these God-established governments because 
their purpose is to restrain evil-doers and protect those who do well. 

It is also clear that a faithful response to God’s love by which he 
has structured our life and restored us to himself is obedience to Christ 
in every aspect of life, zncluding the political side of life. Because so 
many parts of life are now involved in politics, our relation to politics 
and government is becoming of increasing importance. In politics we 
have an opportunity to serve our neighbor in love, by helping government 
to fulfill its divinely appointed task of establishing order and justice in 
the world. 


Our Political Strategy 


One clear and obvious way to influence politics is by choosing a 
career in politics or in the government bureaucracy. Politics and govern- 
ment offer some of the greatest opportunities for service. In politics one 
has a chance to influence important decisions and to initiate the discussion 
of policies that will make for a better life. Sometimes one can enter 
the local governmental scene, for instance a board of education, as an 
avocation. Usually it has to be a full-time job which may not provide a 
much better living for one’s family than does the pastorate. Still it is 
an opportunity to serve. 

What about the corruption then? Actually politics presents no greater 
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moral hazards than do most jobs. Only the spotlight is more often on 
politicians. A businessman offers a bribe but often only the government 
official suffers for accepting the bribe! Many actions represent a choice 
between two evils. In the light of heavy campaign and Washington ex- 
penses, a congressman may put his wife on his payroll at government 
expense in order to avoid accepting campaign contributions from unsavory 
sources. Is he to be condemned for this? 

Moreover a person in politics should always be prepared to say 
“No” even though it means defeat. One young man lost an election 
when he was running for mayor of a large city because he refused to 
appoint as police chief a man that an important economic group wanted 
in that office. 


Maintaining Pastoral Relations 


If the church encourages its young people to go into politics, it must 
be prepared to maintain a pastoral ministry to these people. This means 
having sensitive and informed Christians befriend the government work- 
ers and share the burdens of these office-holders. This pastoral ministry 
can be given both by the laity and the clergy. The ULCA Faith and 
Life Institutes are designed to help laymen in all walks of life share 
their occupational burdens. Perhaps we need to give special attention to 
government workers. 


Forming Public Opinion 


Christians can play a very important role in politics by helping to 
form and shape public opinion. No official, not even President Eisenhower 
or Secretary of State Herter can take action on the problems that people 
in their country face unless the citizens can be led to support them. 

1. This means that youth groups need to study the key issues in 
Congress and in the campaigns in order to know the facts and 
weigh the arguments. Five issues in the 1960 session of Con- 
gress are going to be the subject of special study by Protestants: 
(a) Civil Rights, (b) Migratory Workers, (c) Depressed Eco- 
nomic Areas in the U.S., (d) Disarmament, and (e) Overseas 
Economic Aid and Foreign Trade. Newspapers and magazines 
will provide information. Write also to Rufus Cornelson at 
the ULCA Board of Social Missions for suggestions. (231 Madi- 
son Avenue, New York 16, N. Y.) 

2. A pamphlet setting forth the key issues in the presidential cam- 
paign will be published jointly by a number of denominations. 
It could be the basis for a forum in your congregation sparked 
or sponsored by your youth group. Consult with your advisor 
and pastor about this possibility and write to Rufus Cornelsen 
for a copy of the pamphlet. 

It is important to study the issues rather than turn the presidential 


35 


36 


election into a popularity contest, because a good president is more than 
a TV entertainer. He has to govern as God’s servant, and this means mak- 
ing decisions about crucial issues. 


Fair Campaign Practices 


This leads to another point. In many campaigns for political office 
unfair tactics are used by one or both sides. Senator Millard Tydings was 
defeated in Maryland in a bitter campaign in which a faked photograph 
showjng Tydings shaking hands with a Communist was widely circulated. 
A Negro was recently defeated in a city election in which he was accused 
of planning to force integration in white neighborhoods. Maybe he should 
have been supporting such integration, but the fact of the matter is 
he was not planning or supporting it. 

Young people can contribute to better elections by being alert to 
such “dirty” campaign practices and helping to correct them. The Fair 
Campaign Practice Committee, headed by Charles P. Taft, the brother of 
the late Senator Robert Taft, circulates a pledge of fairness and gets candi- 
dates and party leaders to sign it. The pledge is as follows: 


“I SHALL CONDUCT my campaign in the best American 
tradition, discussing the issues as I see them, presenting my 
record and policies with sincerity and frankness, and criticizing 
without fear or favor the record and policies of my opponent 
and his party which merit such criticism. 

“I SHALL DEFEND AND UPHOLD the right of every 
qualified American voter to full and equal participation in the 
electoral process. 

“I SHALL CONDEMN the use of personal vilification, 
character defamation, whispering campaigns, libel, slander, 
or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his personal or 
family life. 

“I SHALL CONDEMN the use of campaign material of 
any sort which misrepresents, distorts, or otherwise falsifies 
the facts regarding any candidate, as well as the use of malicious 
or unfounded accusations against any candidate which aim at 
creating or exploiting doubts, without justification, as to his 
loyalty and patriotism. 

“I SHALL CONDEMN any appeal to prejudice based on 
race, creed, or national origin. 

“I SHALL CONDEMN any dishonest or unethical prac- 
tice which tends to corrupt or undermine our American system 
of free elections or which hampers or prevents the full and 
free expression of the will of the voters. 

“I SHALL IMMEDIATELY AND PUBLICLY REPUDI- 


ATE support deriving from any individual or group which 
resorts, on behalf of my candidacy or in opposition to that 
of my opponent, to the methods and tactics which I condemn.” 


You can secure copies of this pledge and urge its support in your 
community. The Fair Campaign Practice Committee has also prepared 
material for discussion in high school civics classes. You can discuss 
the possibility of using this material with your teacher or youth leader. 
Sample copies are available from the Committee at 8 East 66th Street, 
New York 21, N. Y. 


Finally, a Christian must consider participation in a political party 
if he is to be effective in American political life. Policies on crucial issues 
get put into practice because party workers get out the vote to elect candi- 
dates who support these policies. Young people can work in campaign 
headquarters addressing and stuffing envelopes, distributing flyers, etc. 
In the process they will learn who their party leaders are and what goes 
into a campaign. It’s high time for Christians to get into the battle for 
good government, and that means learning the political game. Theodore 
Roosevelt once said that ‘Battling for the right is the noblest sport the 
world affords.” Why not get into that game? Peal 
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THE 
WHOLE? 


by Paul M. van Buren 


... how would you answer? 


e Stop a man or woman on the street and put some questions to them and 
notice the answers: “Do you go to Church? Yes. Where is your Church? On 
the corner of Washington and Thirty-second Street. What does your Church 
do? Well, there are worship services at nine and eleven on Sunday, and we have 
a Sunday School. Then there is the women’s guild on Tuesday, the men’s group 
on Wednesday evening, etc.” 


e Question: Do you go to Church? Answer: I am part of the Church. But 
the Church does meet together if that’s what you're asking. Question: Where 
is your Church? Answer: Well, let’s see, about this time of the morning, most 
of it is at work, except for those on the night shift, or those who are sick. Some 
are at work in this factory or that, others are working in this office or that store, 
some are in school, some in their kitchens, the Church is infiltrated through 
the whole town right now. Question: What does your Church do? Answer: 
I've already told you. It’s spread all through the town involved in all sorts of 
work, doing that work in such a way and talking in such a way as to let others 
know what is already true: that Jesus Christ is the boss of this city and all 
that goes on in it. This is the Church’s work. And then, one day a week, we 
rest from our churchwork and gather together to hear our Lord speaking to us 
that we may go back renewed to the task he has set before us.” 


From Religion in Life, Autumn, 1959, © Abingdon Press 
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DYNAMOS! 


by E. Lawrence Bottiger 


oe 


. teens are partners in the work of the Church 


This article is recommended to parents, advisors and pastors as 


well as leaguers 


S° you're a teen-ager! Those teen- 
age years can be wonderful even 
with times of waiting and wondering. 
There are a whole barrel full of chal- 
lenges and decisions to make—things 
like relationships with parents and 
friends, dating, earning money, plan- 
ning a future, getting an education and 
your personal spiritual development. 
In all these important phases of your 
life you want to make the right re- 
sponses and decisions. But what are 
the right things in life? There’s a lot 
of wondering, remember. 

If you're a teenager who’s on the 
ball you've turned to LL (that’s Luther 
League). I remember hearing of a 
woman in Grandmother's day in a 
rural area who for a long time did not 
“believe’’ in the telephone. To her, 
this new form of communication did 
not exist. She wrote letters to folks in 
the town and waited patiently for 
answers, She sent her husband driving 
through the night for the veterinarian. 
Then on a chance visit to a friend she 
saw the reality of the telephone. Im- 
mediately she had one installed and 


it worked just as well for her as it 
did for her friend. 

While this woman came in the 
eleventh hour, exactly as the laborers 
in the vineyard, she was not penalized 
for a late start. LL helps you find the 
right answers to your questions, helps 
you overcome your fears and doubts. 
If you are like the woman who failed 
to take advantage of the opportunities 
in life and are missing LL it’s not too 
late. There’s no penalty, but lots of 
help. 

You may be aware of only the 
problems that Pat Boone found ‘Twixt 
Twelve and Twenty’, but there are 
more—many more. For years the Colo- 
rado River raced through the Grand 
Canyon, ever gaining in momentum 
and force and power, cutting deeper 
into the earth. Yet this mighty river 
with all of its force was just a poten- 
tial power, because it was unharnessed 
and unchanneled. In 1936 this mighty 
potential became a reality, for in that 
year the Hoover Dam was completed, 
and the power of this river turned the 
wheels of industry and brought light 
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to cities and homes hundreds of miles 
away. The mighty Colorado still moves 
through the canyons ever gaining force 
and continues to be a source of great 
and useful power. You as a young per- 
son are similar to the mighty Colorado. 
You are a great potential of power and 
force! Just as a river gains speed end 
power as ,it moves toward the sea, you 
are gaining momentum as you ap- 
proach adulthood. 

Power unlimited seems to be the 
best way to describe our young people! 
As the Hoover Dam transformed the 
life of the Colorado, Christ’s Church 
can transform your life and channel 
your energies and abilities into dedi- 
cated service. 

A river can be guided, its course 
changed, its energies slowed to useful 
means, but it cannot be stopped nor 
shut off. The enthusiasm, the zest and 
creative power you have as youth can- 
not be stopped or turned off or on at 
will. If you do not or cannot use your 
energy in the right way on your own, 
it will flow to those things which are 
harmful, degrading and unwholesome. 

Luther League helps channel your 
life — your potential — into channels 
which make your life one of service, 
meaning, and growth. Don’t misunder- 
stand the words channel and harness! 


Newberry College 


is a home away from home 
where friendly attention is given each 
individual student 
is a fully accredited senior 
college of The United Lutheran Church 
Write: President, Newberry College, 
Drawer 425 


Newberry, S. C. 


SO 


You're not being told what to do, but 
being helped to find your own answers 
and make your own decisions in the 
light of Christ's teaching. Christ is 
your guide as you seek and find the 
answers to life. 


As a teenager you are keenly aware 
that life is not all centered on you. It 
is a two-way street where you give as 
well as receive. LL is also a two-way 
street. You have a part and your con- 
gregation has a part. There are three 
important phases in this co-operative 
venture. The first is the site of the 
dam, that is the place of LL in your 
local congregation. The second is the 
dam itself—the young people actively 
participating in the work of the 
Church. I might add that this is the 
most important part. For without the 
dam there is no way to harness or 
channel the potential! The third part 
is the canal and machinery to change 
the power into useful purposes. That 
is the local congregation's part. 

Now it’s off to find the site of the 
dam. Believe me the terrain is rugged! 
Many of our church people feel that 
the LL is some sort of independent or- 
ganization—that it was like Topsy and 
just grew! But LL is not independent. 
It should be growing into a real and 
vital part of every congregation. 

In the local church the church and 
the worship service come first. Each 
Leaguer as a part of the Church must 
first support and be an active member 
and participate regularly in its worship 
services. 

While the church and its services are 
of prime importance, even the early 
church saw the need for instruction 
and serving the material needs of its 
members. Thus down through the cen- 


cuties the church has had secondary 
agencies or auxiliaries to carry the 
zood news of Christ to all corners of 
the world. Luther wrote his small 
catechism to help people understand 
their faith. Our church schools—Sun- 
day, Weekday and Vacation — help 
‘each us to know our Bible and the 
Christian way of life. For years the 
women of our church have worked 
ogether to send missionaries around 
the world with the Gospel. 

So the LL has its place as a part 
of the auxiliaries of the congregation. 
As the ULCW and the ULCM serve 
he congregation, the LL gives the 
routh their opportunity to serve. 

We might sum up the place of the 
Luther League in the congregation as 
che agency through which young mem- 
ders carry out and apply Christ's great 
-ommandment of love and the com- 
nand to take the gospel into all the 
world. It is unfortunate indeed that 
some Leagues are not considered to be 
1 real, dynamic and important part of 
he congregation's program. 

The next step is the construction of 
he dam. This is a personal decision. 
Jesus did not come to save some special 
group of people. He came that all 
might have life, an abundant life. 
There are two things that each teen- 
ager is striving for: a feeling of be- 
onging in a gang, the church, or the 
adult community ; and sndependence. 

The Psalmist years ago said, ‘What 
‘'sman... ? Yet thou hast made him 
ittle less than God’, This is the ques- 
ion and the answer, for we will always 
“eel alone, evcn in a crowd, until we 
and our identity as the sons and 
aughters of God. As for your inde- 
vendence, Jesus said, ‘If you continue 


in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
and you will know the truth and the 
truth will make you free . . . and 
you know the way ... I am the way 
and the truth and the life.’ These 
words of truth come from our Bible, 
but hearing them is not doing them. 
They must be lived! It is LL that 
helps you to /ive the abundant life. 

Just as you do not grow to be a 
mature adult in a year, you do not 
grow into a strong spiritual person in 
a day. It takes time! You will find 
yourself at the stage where you feel in- 
secure. You're not sure which way to 
turn. You turn right today, left tomor- 
row. That's inconsistency. You are at 
the stage where you can’t decide to 
give up girls for football, or you can't 
decide whether to take home eco- 
nomics or college preparatory courses. 
It is a time of indecision. 

You can build your dam if you 
let LL help you help yourself. LL has 
a 5 point program that helps you and 
your church, 

Christian Vocation: God calls all 
people of every age where they are 
and in any line of work or play, to 
serve Him with all their heart and 
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with their time. 

Evangelism: To tell others the good 
news which has changed your own life 
into a joyful compulsion for the con- 
secrated Christian. 

Missions; ALL God's children are 
to be told of the love of their Father! 
Those who do know Him must reach 
out to others near and far and share 
their understanding and love. 

Social Action: The awareness of so- 
ciety’s problems and imperfections and 
a dedication to improving these condi- 
tions are essential results of Christian 
convictions. 

Recreation: Fellowship with a pur- 
pose! The enthusiasm that wells out 
of the exepriences of redemption over- 
flows joyfully to other Christians. The 
LL not only encourages youth to 
deepen their faith and understanding 
but it also provides them with projects 
through which faith and understand- 
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ing result in service. A program with- 
out service is dead. 

Remember, it’s up to you! LL only 
helps you help yourself. 

The channeling and harnessing of 
your power and your life is the local 
congregation’s responsibility. The local 
congregation must see and understand 
that LL is an auxiliary—a part of the 
church—and not an independent club 
that has no part in the growing work 
of the church. Any congregation that 
does not encourage the growth and 
service of its youth will some day find 
that it has taken the strength of the 
congregation without replenishing it 
from the unlimited power of their 
youth. If your congregation does not 
view your league as a “servant group,” 
you are indeed fortunate. 


The Job of The Congregation 


The first job of the local congre- 
gation is to give the LL a place in 
the program of the church—a real 
place on par with the other auxili- 
aries. Youth must be given some re- 
sponsibility, not just the little unim- 
portant things that adults do not de- 
sire to do! 

Secondly, the congregation must 
provide guidance in the form of ad- 
visors. Men and women whose lives 
manifest Christian living and love are 
the finest advisors you could find. In 
our congregation we find husband and 
wife teams very successful. The guid- 
ance that is given by your congrega- 
tion should be guidance. That is help- 
ing the young people to help them- 
selves, not planning and deciding for 
them but guiding and training them 
to make and carry out their own plans. 

The third point which is vital in 
guiding the power of our youth is 


giving them financial support. The LL 
wants leaguers to give to the church, 
and stresses that the church and its 
support are the first responsibility. 
The power and time of youth should 
not be wasted in raising money. Most 
every congregation has an item in its 
budget for vacation church school, but 
many have made no provision for the 
LL or for youth work! This financial 
Support is as necessary as providing 
fine advisors. It helps your young 
people to know that the church comes 
first in your lives as well as theirs. 
These are just a few things that will 
help you and your church to witness 
more strongly and give greater service. 


What The League Can Do! 


“So what ?’”’ So there’s a great deal 
to be done and much that you can do! 
First, get on the LL team—put your 
shoulder to the wheel. It will move! 
To get you started here are a few 
things our league did. 

Our Leaguers wanted our young 
people and their parents to know more 
about LL and its place in our congre- 
gation. Meeting with the pastors and 
advisors they planned a Youth and Par- 
ent Rally. They were responsible for 
the planning and carrying out of the 
program. Some sing in our church 
choir while others provide the music 
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in our church school departments. The 
boys operate and care for our audio- 
visual and sound equipment. Several 
LL members take and process photo- 
graphs that show our church at work. 
Some of our girls are enrolled in our 
teacher training program. 


These are service opportunities for 
leaguers in the congregation itself. 
There are many more opportunities in 
the Church-at-large, in the community 
and the world. 

You learn best by doing. Use your 
unlimited power for Christ ! 

Guide for Youth Advisors 

Divisional Program—LL of America 

Guide for Service Projects, (New!) 

All available from LLA. 


Resource Materials 


Guide for Youth Advisors 
Divisional Program —LL of America 
Guide for Service Projects, (New!) 
All available from LLA. 

Devotional Service 

Psalm 8 

John 8:31-38 

| Timothy 4:11-16 


Discussion Questions 

1. Is our League a vital part of our con- 
gregation? 

2. What help does our congregation give 
to our League? 

3. Have we as leaguers made known to the 
young people and their parents the LL 
program? If so, how? What would be 
more effective? 

4. How have we as individual Christians 
taken an active part in our congrega- 
tion? Church at large? What are other 
ways? 

5. Are we seeking the truth as we seek in- 
dependence? 

6. Can we as individuals carry out rcspon- 
sibility that is given to us? What are 
some of the things that distract us from 
our main purpose in league? 
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KNOW 
THAT 
GOD IS GOD 


seven worship services for lent or Holy Week 
for use in your league or home 


by John Buerk 


T is disturbing to hear people define “worship” as, “talking with God,” 

or as. ‘‘God’s minute,” or as, “that time we spend with God.” The Chris- 
tian is constantly in the presence of God, and he is confronted by God at 
every turn, in every act, and through every thought! All our conversation is 
essentially with God. 

What, then, is ‘worship?’ It varies. But, primarily, worship is a focusing 
of our attention upon our relationship to God. Throughout history, worship 
has taken many forms. The best forms have survived, and we use some of 
these in our liturgical worship. The big problem is that our forms become 
commonplace, and the purpose of worship, which is to call us up short in 
our routine and focus our attention on our relationship to God, never takes 
place! Worship must be provocative at some points. 

The following worship services attempt to incorporate the traditional 
form of The Evening Suffrages with a provocative look at our relationship 
to God. Silence is used often, because it does us good once in a while to be 
still and to know that God is God! 

In using The Evening Suffrages, which you will find on page 155 in the 
new Service Book and Hymnal, note that the Service is to begin with the in- 
vocation: “In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
At the beginning of each worship service you will find a suggested hymn and 
Psalm. You may begin with the hymn, and use the Psalm at the appropriate 
place. Since the second part of the worship services usually have a scripture 
lesson incorporated in them, you may omit the Lesson which is called for 
following the Psalm. Also, since prayer is part of the second section of the 
worship services, you may go directly into the “Collect for Peace’ instead of 
using the “Collect for the Day” as called for. The “Collect for Peace’ is the 


Drawing is by Reinhold Marxhausen, Instructor in Art at Concordia Teachers’ College, 
Seward, Nebraska. The snake and open tomb symbolize Christ's victory over sin and death. 
Luther interpreted Gen. 3:15 as a hint of the Resurrection of Christ. He said that this passage 
included deliverance from the Law, Sin and Death and revealed a clear and sure hope of 
a resurrection and restoration in another life after this one. ‘For if the serpent’s head is to 
be crushed, then death must certainly be done away with.” 


last prayer on page 155, and begins with the words, ‘We give thanks unto 
thee, heavenly Father . . .’’ The second part of the worship: services will con- 
clude with a special benediction, so you may omit the Benedicamus and the 
Benediction on page 156. 

A worship center is important, because it focuses our attention and helps 
us to concentrate on our devotions. Have as a worship center a Crucifix with 
a candle on either side of it, and slightly to the front. Try to arrange the 
room so that everyone may see the worship center. At the conclusion of the 
“Collect ,for Peace,” put out the lights, and have the worship leaders read 
their material from the rear of the room, using a flashlight or a lectern lamp. 
The room should remain in darkness for one minute following the final “Amen.” 


A WORSHIP SERVICE FOR LENT (1): 


The Evening Suffrages, page 155 

Hymn 149, “THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION” 

Psalm 62 

First Reader: Isaiah 53:1-3 

Second Reader: Matthew 25:31-46 

First Reader: Let us pray for God to guide us that we may recognize the 
Christ who is despised by men. May we be sensitive to his sorrows 
as they are reflected in the sorrows of our fellow men. 

Complete silence for three minutes. 

Second Reader: Almighty God, who hath become as one of us, may we 
recognize thee in our midst. As we move from day to day, from 
friend to friend, from joy to sorrow, from giving to receiving, may 
we remember the giving of thine only begotten Son. It is in his name 
that we pray. Amen. 

First Reader: (Benediction) May the God of grace be with us, and may 
he create in us a sense of his presence, and a desire to help the 
suffering who surround us. Amen. 


Silence for one minute. 


A WORSHIP SERVICE FOR LENT (2): 

The Evening Suffrages, page 155 

Hymn 153, “JESUS WITH THY CHURCH ABIDE” 
Psalm 61 

First Reader: Isaiah 53:4-7 

Second Reader: John 8:34-36 


First Reader: The only kind of love which is worthwhile is the kind which 
is willing to suffer for the sake of another. In Christ is love per- 
fected. In the love of Christ we are redeemed and made whole. In 
Christ we are made free indeed. Let us pray for the realization of 
God’s love. May we realize the meaning of love as it becomes mean- 
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ingful through suffering. May we find that the love of God means 
enough to us that we may be willing to suffer for it. 

Silence for three minutes. 

Second Reader: Almighty God, who hath become as one of us, may we 
come to realize the kind of love that is willing to suffer for another. 
As we talk, and as we think, and as we work, and as we study, 
may thy love be conscious in us, and may we be constrained to 
love, as thou hast loved us. Amen. 

First Reader: (Benediction) May the God of grace, who would draw all 
men unto himself, draw us and others through us into his forgiv- 
ing presence. Amen. 

Silence for one minute. 


A WORSHIP SERVICE FOR LENT (3): 

The Evening Suffrages, page 155 

Hymn 155, “LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN THY WORD” 

Psalm 139 

First Reader: John 1:1-13 

Second Reader: | Peter 2:9-10 

First Reader: In silence, let us think about God as the light of men. 

Silence for two minutes. 

second Reader: Almighty God, in whom there is no darkness, enlighten 
us by thy presence. Grant us such a knowledge of thee that we 
may find direction for our way in life. Amen. 

First Reader: In silence, let us think about the testimony Christ gave as 
to the nature of God by the way he loved those whom he came to 
know, and by the way he died for those whom he loved. 

silence for two minutes. 

5econd Reader: Almighty God, who art the light of the world, enlighten 
us by thy presence. May we find in Christ a new knowledge of 
thee, and of thy concern for mankind. As we are led by thee, so 
may we lead others into thy paths of truth and light. Amen. 

-irst Reader: In silence, let us think about our new relationship to God, 
such that we have been given power to become the sons of God. 
Let us consider the responsibility that we have in this new found 
relationship. 

silence for two minutes. 

second Reader: Almighty God, who art the light of the world, grant us 
the ability to grasp what it means to be a child of thine. May we 
be granted the courage to remain in this fellowship with thee, 
and the inspiration to draw others into this fellowship. Amen. 

*irst Reader: (Benediction) May the Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who 
has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light, direct our 
way according to his will. Amen. 

silence for one minute. 
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A WORSHIP SERVICE FOR LENT (4): 


The Evening Suffrages, page 155 

Hymn 11, “OH HOW SHALL | RECEIVE THEE” 

Psalm 130 

First Reader: Romans 8:9-17 

Second Reader: When an animal suffers, it will cry; and if its pain is 
too great, it dies. With men, the situation is somewhat different. 
When men suffer, they do more than just cry; they question! It is in 
suffering that men are able to discern themselves the best, because 
it is then that they are most truely men. St. Paul speaks of the 
need to suffer in order for men to know who they really are—the 
children of God, and fellow heirs with Christ. As we suffer, we 
question; as we question, we come to understand ourselves better; 
as we come to know ourselves, we realize our spiritual nature, 
and we come to know God. In silence, let us consider ourselves as 
children of God, and as responsible members of his holy family. 

Silence for three minutes. 

First Reader: Romans 8:18-25. 

Second Reader: If what St. Paul says is true, then the mystery which sur- 
rounds Christ is the source of our hope. The man on the cross has 
always been a mystery, and he always will be. “We ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.” We are to know 
God, but we must wait patiently. Christ did not assure us that in 
him we would escape the tribulation of the world, but he did assure 
us that in the midst of our tribulation, we would experience that 
peace which passes all understanding. “If we hope for what we 
do not see, we wait for it with patience.” In silence, let us con- 
sider the hope that we have in Christ. 

Silence for three minutes. 

First Reader: (Benediction) May the God of hope fill our hearts with such 
a knowledge of him that we may wait and work patiently until the 
day of salvation; and may the peace of God that passes all under- 
standing keep our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Silence for one minute. 


A WORSHIP SERVICE FOR LENT (5): 


The Evening Suffrages, page 155 

Hymn 484, “GOD MOVES IN A MYSTERIOUS WAY” 
(May be sung to the tune, St. Anne, page 168) 

Psalm 63 

First Reader: Albert Schweitzer has said: “(Jesus) comes to us as One 
unknown, without a name, as of old, by the lakeside, he came to 
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those men who knew him not. He speaks to us the same word: 
‘Follow thou me!’ and sets us to the tasks which he has to fulfill for 
our time. He commands. And to those who obey him, whether they 
be wise or simple, he will reveal himself in the toils, the conflicts, 
the suffering which they shall pass through in this fellowship, and 
as an ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own experience 
who he is.”* In silence, let us consider who Christ is. 

ilence for three minutes. 

econd Reader: Almighty God, who hath called all men, may we who 
hear and would follow thee be granted the courage to follow 
where our faith may lead. Forgive us, Lord, when we run from thy 
presence, for we run in ignorance and in fear. Strengthen us that 
we may stand, and standing in thy presence come to know the 
true joy of thy presence. Amen. 

irst Reader: (Benediction) May the God who is the creator and sustainer 
of all things, create in us a new heart, and renew a right spirit 
within us. Amen. 

ilence for one minute. 


1 WORSHIP SERVICE FOR LENT (6): 

he Evening Suffrages, page 155 

lymn 467, “DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF MANKIND” 
salm 93 

eader: Matthew 25:36-44 


There is no element in our faith that is quite so mysterious as 
prayer. For the person who truly prays, prayer is not easy. It in- 
volves that terrible struggle which always comes from being honest 
with ourselves. Prayer demands honesty—it strips us of person- 
ality, and all worldly accomplishments—and it leaves us naked 
before God. 
In silence, let us pray to God who hears and answers prayer. 

ilence for one minute. : 

eader: Prayer is a search. It is a search into the corners of our lives 
where trouble and weariness hide themselves almost defying our 
efforts to sweep them from our soul. The search is difficult, because 
we are forced to explore areas of ourselves which are not always 
the most beautiful. We are forced to look at the small hurts we 
have caused others. We are tempted to blame all wrong on our- 
selves which is equally as bad as our failing to assume responsi- 
bility or our own wrongs. 
In silence, let us pray to God who hears and answers prayer. 

ilence for one minute. 

eader: The only real basis upon which a person can pray is a belief 
in God. This belief requires a sense of his presence in our midst. 
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It means knowing God so well, that you can talk to him, and may 
be even have an argument with him. Some of the Old Testamen 
authors knew God in this way. Remember how Abraham laughex 
when God told him that Sarah would conceive and bear a chile 
even though she was “of a great age”? Remember Abraham hag 
gling with God over how many righteous men had to be in Sodom 
before it could be saved? There must be a quiet confidence in the 
presence and activity of God. There must be a certain trust in hin 
that gives us assurance. This is not the feeling that our prayers wil 
be answered as we think they should, but it is the realization tha 
God does listen, and that he is with us in our struggle. 

In silence, let us pray to God who hears and answers prayer. 


Silence for one minute. 

Reader: Sometimes we come to prayer as a last resort. We turn to Goc 
in prayer only when we are at our wit’s end. But Frank Cairns 
the great Scotch preacher, reminds us that ”. . . to be at one’s wit: 
end is not to be in the worst place in the world, for it is here tha 
one is most likely to cry unto the Lord; and that is the healthies 
exercise the soul ever gets.” Our Lord, on the night in which he 
was betrayed, prayed with great anguish of heart. The gospel tell: 
us that he sweat drops as of blood, as he labored with the pur 
pose God had for him. Prayer is that place where we step into the 
unknown, and the unknown seems familiar to us. It is frightening 
because we move more directly into the presence of God—and thi: 
is always frightening. We would keep to ourselves, but circum: 
stances do not permit us to do this. We are at our wit’s end, anc 
God speaks. His answer may be harsh, but his mercy is great. We 
are troubled, and we are comforted at the same time. 

In silence, let us pray to God who hears and answers prayer. 

Silence for one minute. 

Reader: The form of prayer varies greatly with each of us, and it varie: 
depending on the circumstances in which we pray. St. Paul, in his 
letter to the Romans said, “We do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but the Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 
words.” A marvelous thought, and a penetrating thought. Our quie 
times may be the times of our most profound meditation. In still. 
ness, we often speak the loudest. Whether or not our prayers reach 
God does not depend upon their being spoken loudly enough tc 
reach heaven, but upon their being spoken softly enough to reach 
deep into our souls. 

Matthew 6:5-13 (Benediction) May God, who hears and answers prayer, 
hear us and speak that we may hear, and be comforted, and seek 
his will. Amen. 

Silence for one minute. 
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WORSHIP SERVICE FOR LENT (7): 


1e Evening Suffrages, page 155 
ymn 88, “O SACRED HEAD NOW WOUNDED” 
salm 56 


2ader: “God sets his own stage in his own way and his ways are not 
after our expectations. Out of the weak things of this world he 
brings forth the mighty, out of the despised things, the magnificent, 
out of hidden things, the clear, and out of darkness, light. Out of 
the shadows of a peasant stable he draws forth the light of the 
world. Gathering up a few words of agonized prayer cried in the 
night, he turns the course of history. By all current calculations, this 
still makes nonsense.” 


lence for one minute. 


2ader: “’And when the sixth hour was come, there was a darkness 
over the whole land until the ninth hour.’ From his cross he looked 
into the heavens and cried aloud; the heavens took pity and came 
down and clothed his nakedness in their own dark and awful ma- 
jesty. God so loved the world that he hid his son’s last hours in 
darkness. Knowing men hate light, he knew men could never find 
his son except in darkness.” 


lence for one minute. 


eader: “From that day on, men have not been able to think the same, 
for the face of the earth then took on a new complexion; old land 
marks faded out of sight and men stood still to get their bearings. 
A stable became the capital of the world and a vile cross the em- 
blem of nobility.” 


lence for one minute. 


eader: “Because the world loves the darkness of the ninth hour, Christ 
remains on his cross. But he is not dead, his spirit burns, a living 
flame wherever two or three are gathered together.’”* Let us pray. 
Almighty God, who doeth suffer continually for the sins of men, 
may we who fear the light, and prefer the darkness, be led by 
thy Spirit into the paths of light. Though we step fearfully, may 
the presence of thy Son, our Lord, be our strength. In his name we 
pray. Amen. 


lence for one minute. 


ates: 
chweitzer, Albert, THE QUEST OF THE HISTORICAL JESUS, A. and C. Black, London (p. 401). 


airns, Frank, THE PROPHET OF THE HEART, Harper and Brothers, London. (pp. 2, 3). 
ilpack, Gilbert, THE NINTH HOUR, A Pendle Hill Pamphlet, Wallingford, Penna. 


(selected passages). 
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WORD 
OF THE 
MONTH pe 


This is the third in a series on important biblical words and ideas. Be sure to 
check the scripture references mentioned. Studies of all these words—some familiar, 
some new to leaguers—are prepared by Dr. Victor R. Gold of the Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary. 


Paes are probably few words in the religious vocabulary which are mor 
familiar than Amen. It is even used in situations which one would no 
call religious when one wishes to express agreement with an opinion or state 
ment. What does this familiar word mean? Does its meaning have anything tc 
do with the way we use it? Why do we spontaneously join in singing ‘Amen’ 
after a prayer, but often feel strange when we say it? Why do some pastor: 
conclude their sermons with Amen and others do not? Why do not all of ow 
hymns conclude with Amen? 


The word Amen is a form of the Hebrew word *’aman (ah-mahn) whict 
is used to mean, ‘‘prove oneself steady or faithful,” “to feel safe,” “to believe.’ 
While Amen may mean “firm, established; truly, certainly’”’—and it is occasion. 
ally used this way in the New Testament—it is generally used with the mean 
ing, “So be it,” or “Let it (a prayer, blessing, etc) also be mine.” It is a wore 
which expressed agreement with, affirmation or acceptance of that which another 
said. In the Old Testament it was not used by the speaker to apply to his own 
words; in the New Testament, it occasionally seems to be used in this way, 
but, except in the Gospels, it is actually used in essentially the same way as in 
the Old Testament. 


Amen occurs in 24 passages in the Old Testament and in about 105 in the 
New Testament (75 in the Gospels). In the Greek version of the Old Testament 
(the Septuagint) it appears one more time. In all but five instances, Amen is 
translated in the Greek version by a word meaning, ‘‘So be it.’ In both the 
King James Version and the Revised Standard Version (KJV and RSV) it is 
transliterated Amen except in Isa. 65:16, Jer. 11:5 and the Gospels. In the 
Gospels, because of a different usage (see below), it is translated “Verily” o1 
“Truly.” Early editors piously added Amen after each of the New Testament 
books. While these remain in the KJV, they are omitted in the RSV (for example, 
Eph. 6:24, Mk. 16:20) except where strong manuscript evidence suggests that 
it was originally there (Gal. 6:18; Rom. 16:27). 
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In the Old Testament, Amen is always used in a formal religious context 
ith the possible exceptions of I Kg. 1:36, Jer. 28:6 and Jer. 11:5. But even 
these passages, it is not simply part of the conversation but is a response to 
e implied prayers preceding in each instance and is thus a part of a religious 
mntext. 

An important use of Amen is in the response of those in whose presence 
1 oath required by God or a curse is formally announced; by saying Amen the 
sarers accept the oath or the curse so that, should they violate the provision in 
aestion, they will suffer the penalties (Num. 5:22. The outstanding example 
this usage is in the ‘‘Shechemite Dodecalogue,” or the catalogue of twelve 
ses announced at Shechem as described in Deut. 27:15-26. Note that in 
ch instance the statement is made and the people respond. Neh. 5:13 is another 
‘ample of the acceptance of an oath by the response Amen. 

A third group of Biblical passages illustrate the frequent use of Amen as a 
sponse to a prayer or a doxology (statement of praise) by which the hearers 
dicate their desire that that which has been said be understood as their prayer 

doxology. 

For example, when we respond Amen after the Collect for the Day has 
‘en read, it means that that (the Collect) is to be our prayer as well. Thus it 
ould be needless duplication for the pastor to say Amen for he has already 
ad (or sung) the prayer. Examples of this usage in the Old Testament are I 
aron. 16:36 and Neh. 8:6. Similar examples appear in the Manual of Discipline 

the collection of Dead Sea Scrolls and in the New Testament (Rom. 1:25, 
136, 15:33; I Cor. 14:16; Rev. 5:14; and many more). 

All of these have a strongly liturgical atmosphere to them. In most, if not 
|, such instances of this usage in the New Testament, Paul and the other writers 
e using statements or formulae drawn from the worship service of the Church; 

these statements or formulae the people would ordinarily respond Amen. 
aus the usage in the New Testament should not suggest so much an affirmation 
‘the writer of what has been said by the writer himself as it should suggest a 
flection of the practice of the Church of which the writer is a part. Il Cor. 
20 is probably a play on words based on the use of Amen in the Church's 
orship. 

This liturgical use of Amen is seen in the conclusion to the first four 
»00ks”’ of Psalms. Each “book” ends with “Amen and Amen” (Pss. 41:13, 
':19, 89:52) except the fourth (Ps. 106:48) which concludes with ‘Amen, 
allelujah (= Praise the Lord, as in the RSV; see also Rev. 19:4, 22:20)” 
‘hough the Greek version, possibly on the analogy of the first three instances, 
's the double ‘‘Amen” and then places “Hallelujah” before the next Psalm. 

The Psalter is a collection of hymns used for various occasions in the public 
orship of Israel; they were probably used in private devotions as well. Though 
¢ double Amen may have been placed at the end of the respective sub-collec- 
ms by those responsible for bringing the Psalm collection into its present 
rm, it nevertheles reflects the regular usage of Amen—a congregational re- 
onse to a doxology. 


53 


This is the origin of the pastor's saying Amen at the close of his sermon 
Originally, the pastor said a doxology after the sermon or pronounced a blessing 
to which the congregation responded Amen. We still observe this custom ir 
most of our parishes when we sing or say Amen after the Votum after the 
sermon (LSBH, p. 54). However, in the course of the Church’s history, mor 
and more of the congregational responses were assumed by the clergy (anc 
sometimes a choir) so that a congregation could participate in an entire service 
without saying a word—not even Amen! This development is part of whai 
is called “the rise of clericalism.’’ With the Lutheran, or Evangelical, Reforma 
tion many of the parts of the service formerly sung or said by the congregatior 
were restored to the congregation but traditional practices have a way of persist: 
ing though they are meaningless or misunderstood in later practice. And s¢ 
it was with the pastor's saying Amen after his sermon or after a prayer. If any. 
one says Amen, it should be the congregation. And we should be as ready tc 
say Amen as we are to sing it. 

In Isa. 65:16 we have a rather unusual use of Amen. In the KJV anc 
the RSV it is translated “God of truth,”’ but this involves a slight change ir 
the Hebrew text. If we translate literally, it will read, “God of the Amen,” 
in which Amen would be a description of God. One might also read it, “God 
of reliability or faithfulness,” which is not a description of God but actually < 
sort of compound name in which one really says that God Himself is Reliability 
or Faithfulness. This is the meaning in Rev. 3:14 where ‘‘the faithful and truce 
witness” is placed in opposition to Amen. 

There is one more use of Amen which is restricted to the sayings of out 
Lord and is always used together with “I say...” thus, ‘Truly (= Amen), 
I say to you... .” This usage appears 31 times in Matthew, 13 times in Mark. 
6 times in Luke and 25 times in John (where it is always doubled—almost 
certainly reflecting liturgical usage). Amen is used to strengthen that which 
Jesus says. While this practice is found no where else in Scripture, it is peculiarly 
proper for Jesus’ sayings. Elsewhere it is used by men who pray that that fos 
which they pray may be accomplished, or who offer praise to God, or whe 
commit themselves to the judgment of God. But here it is used by God in Jesus 
Christ Who can assure accomplishment of that which He says, to Whom praise 
is ascribed, and by Whom man is judged. It is a kind of sign, ‘Take note, 
God is speaking.” In this connection one might recall Rev. 3:14 discussed above 

So then Amen is a word the beginning of whose use is lost in the early 
history of Israelite worship when God’s people used it to say “So be it’ and 
thus made a prayer their prayer, a song of praise their song, or accepted the 
conditions of an oath, a blessing, or a curse. Its use in the Christian church 
has not always accorded with that in the Bible, but this was the result of certain 
developments which need no longer prevent us from using this word properly 
The next time you use Amen in response to a hymn, or a sermon, or 4 
benediction, remember that it isn’t just a way of ending it, but it is your prayer 
that that which has been said or sung may be true for you and that you may 
receive God's help to accomplish that to which yow have pledged your word. 
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SEED: TIME 


« .. grant that the living seed of thy word may every- 
where be sown plenteously, and that the fruits there- 
of may abound by thy grace unto life everlasting .. .” 


These passages, taken from the Propers for February, have been arranged 
for your Bible study or private devotional period. They may be used daily— 
emitting Sunday—or three times during the week. Each passage is considered 
twice: first in an explanation, secondly in an application. SEED TIME for April 
was prepared by The Rev. Calder A. Gibson II. 


Week of April 3rd 


onday: read Zechariah 9:9-12 

The author of Chapters 9-14 writes about 300 B.C., adding his message to that of 
> Prophet Zechariah (c.520-18), who had encouraged the returned-home displaced 
rsons of the seventy year exile to rebuild the temple. This unnamed prophet foresees his 
tion free and independent of foreign occupation, ruled by a King for whom the prophet 
s up what sounds like an impossible job analysis: He will be triumphant and victorious, 
d yet he will enter a cheering Jerusalem not in a chariot, but on a donkey—the current 
mbol of peace. He will unite Ephraim (the long destroyed Northern Kingdom) and 
dah (the Southern Kingdom). Weapons of war will be obsolete. His domain, his author- 
will spread in all directions over the then-known world—''from sea to sea, and from the 
ver (the Euphrates) to the ends of the earth.” All this, yet he is humble and a man of 
ace. In such a setting, grounded in the Lord God's covenant with His people (cf. Exodus 
:7-8), the scattered exiles will flock home. The “prisoners of hope’ will truly be free 
ien “‘their King comes.” 


1esday: reread Zechariah 9:9-12 


That type of combination appears to be mutually exclusive—victory and humility. 
yw often the heady wine of victory has gone to the heads of conquerors, such as the 
rrent example in Cuba. Where is humility? And where is humility in omr life? How 
ich fun to crush another child of God with our gossip, to slash his reputation or give 
n the cold shoulder, all in the name of victory! Does right mean might? Peter Marshall 
ce prayed: “Lord, when we are wrong, make us willing to change, and when we are 
ht, make us easy to live with.” See here also the carrying out of God’s promises. Often 
jes we get impatient with God. Why doesn’t He do this, why didn’t He help me here? 
od fulfills His promises (Genesis 49:10-11) in His own good time in His own way. 


ednesday: read Philippians 2:5-11 


Paul is writing to the first Christian Church in Europe about 60 A.D. Two sides of 
r Lord’s nature are seen: 1) His humility. We were baptized into Christ, thus we share 
that is His—including His mind. That sounds fabulous. What an honor. But look! 
though He was divine, He did not come to us flashing the badge of His divinity, but 
ne incognito. He “emptied Himself,” setting aside His eternal glory, by assuming the 
‘m and nature of a human being. In servant form, He tasted human life in all its phases— 
‘ancy, adolescence, adulthood. He died as we must some day—not in a bed, but upon 
» electric chair of His day, the Cross. 2) His exaltation. Due to His complete humility 
d self-effacement, God has given Him a cosmic name and title. Heaven, earth, the sea, 
of God's creation must proclaim Him “Lord”, thereby magnifying the Father's glory 
f. Isaiah 45:22-23). 


op) 


Thursday: reread Philippians 2:5-11 


“Let me give you a piece of my mind!’’ Has this phrase ever flashed through you 
mind or echoed from your lips? As Christians, you and I are to share the mind of Chris 
That's a tall order. Jesus did not presume to rob God of His rightful place. If our Savion 
could become man to die for us, and bridge the man-made gulf between God and u 
should we not make the attempt to use the gift of humility which is ours in Baptism? | 
it's good enough for God in His daily dealings with men, it’s good enough for us als 
Perhaps then after we have emptied ourselves of our all-too present pride, we will t 
able to share, in some degree, God's ‘‘Oscar’’ with our Lord. As our minds and bodi 
bend and are molded by the Spirit of Christ, the ultimate result will be “a crown ¢ 
glory” (JI Tim. 4:7-8, Philip. 3:12-16). 


Friday: read St. Matthew 21:1-9 


The Passover festival was approaching. Jesus and the disciples had left Jericho an 
came to a small town, Bethpage, near the Mount of Olives. (Popular belief had it th 
the Messiah would appear on the Mount.) The Saviour gave instructions for procurin 
a necessary vehicle. Whether the owner of the donkey was a friend of Christ or not, w 
have no way of knowing. St. Matthew appropriates Zechariah 9:9 as the background fc 
what is to happen. The disciples do as they are told. The donkey, a symbol of peace, | 
fitted with a saddle, consisting of clothes contributed by the disciples. As the parac 
progresses, various pilgrims spread their clothes for the donkey to tread on. Others a 
palm branches and lay them in the road. Palm trees usually live 200 years, thus the 
symbolize eternal life, joy, salvation. Enthusiasm built up, and before long the throng 
began to shout ‘Hosanna’. Roughly translated it means, “Save now.” (cf. Psalm 118-25) 
Jesus ‘“‘filled the bill’—He acted like the type of Messiah they hoped for and expectec 
a reigning king. The crowd turned a festival into a Messianic demonstration. 


Saturday: reread St. Matthew 21:1-9 


Palm Sunday was a lst Century ticker tape parade. Yet 5 days after the ‘“Hosannas 
were the other shouts: “Crucify Him!’’ If you think the crowd was fickle, think of you 
daily life. With the same tongue we “bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curs 
men, who are made in the likeness of God’’—St. James 3:9. Yet not all is ficklenes: 
There is real sacrifice here. Many of the pilgrims had to literally give the shirt off the 
back for this display of love and affection. How willing are we to give to Christ and Hi 
Church—spontaneously, freely, without prompting? Does our League have to be supportec 
primed, by bazaars, dinners, or other money raising schemes? Tomorrow, Palm Sunday, : 
a day of rejoicing. The One who saves is entering Jerusalem, a new kind of King, a Kin 
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peace. He comes—to die! “Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to 
!"_S$BH, Hymn 73. 
Week of April 10th 

ynday in Holy Week: read Isaiah 25:6-9 

The Prophet Isaiah wrote these verses around 740 B.C. A statesman of the upper 
3s, he was never afraid to mix religion and politics. The general theme of the message 
that of a celebration for all people. The festival celebrates the destruction of God's 
‘mies. It ushers in a new era of peace and salvation. The ‘“‘mountain” is Jerusalem; 
“fat things’, rich food; “wine on the lees’ is well-aged wine. The ‘veil’ that will 
destroyed is suffering—and death! On this day, the ultimate enemy, death, will be van- 
shed. There will be no need for tears. (cf. I Cor. 15:54-57; Revelation 7:17, 21:4) 
od has promised it—we have waited for it—let us rejoice that it is here.” 


esday in Holy Week: reread Isaiah 25:6-9 

Is Christianity “pie in the sky when you die’? Does it concern only what happens 
sr death? No. God makes a promise, and He keeps it. The very thing we dread most, 
often we do not talk about it, is an object of God’s concern. Isaiah says that death 
1 be “swallowed up”. Paul rejoices in his letter to the Church at Corinth that God’s 
1 has “‘swallowed up” death. The sting, the terror of death, was entombed in a yawning 
ulchre by Christ. Is this not cause to say: ‘We have waited for Him, that He might 
2 us. This is the Lord. . . . Let us be glad and rejoice in Him.” 
ednesday in Holy Week: read I Corinthians 5:7-8 

Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, here tackles the problem of sin in the Church at 
‘inth. Writing about 54 A.D., he recalls to his fellow Christians the Old Testament 
about not using leaven in their bread during the Passover feast—Exodus 12:15ff. 
1 points out to them that sin is able to affect people the same way yeast affects dough. 
9 you not know that a little leaven ferments the whole lump of dough?” Sin is infec- 
is—in the Church, in our lives. As Christians, the Passover has a new meaning. Jesus 
‘ist is the Paschal lamb. He Himself is God's sacrifice. We are set free from bondage 
‘in for service in the new life. Therefore, as participators in the life of the Risen Christ, 
yeast of evil and malice must go. The life of a Christian is a continual Easter, charac- 
zed by the unleavened bread or righteous living of sincerity and truth. 


ursday in Holy Week: reread I Corinthians 5:7-8 
Today is Maundy Thursday, the Institution of the Sacrament of the Altar. Jesus 
2s the Passover feast and gives it new life and meaning—His life. Confession precedes 
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the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. God forgives us of our sins. It is nct enough jus 
to know them, to try to isolate them. They must be eradicated. We approach the alta 
after God's absolution in sincerity and truth. We leave His House to live lives in sincerit 
and truth. Can we do any less, we who have feasted upon the Lamb of God? Marti 
Luther, in his famous Easter hymn, writes: “Then let us feast this Easter Day on th 
true Bread of Heaven; the Word of grace hath purged away the old and wicked leaven 
Christ alone our souls will feed, He is our meat and drink indeed, Faith lives upon n 
other! Alleluia!’ SBH, No. 98 
Good Friday: read St. Mark 16:1-7 

The events of this Day of days took place on Sunday; the Sabbath, Saturday, wa 
over. The inner core of faithful women picked their way to the sepulchre, or tomb hew! 
out of rock. It was early, before sunrise. Why they didn’t think of the stone in front c 
the tomb’s entrance before they started out, is, and will remain, a mystery. In their mourr 
ing, such a detail would not unnaturally be overlooked. When they arrived, however, th 
stone with the imperial seal upon it was rolled aside. They entered the tomb. The “youn 
man, dressed in a white robe’’ was an angel, a messenger of God. He was the first to te 
them the “good news” or Gospel. Jesus, who was ciucified, wasn’t here, but had riser 
He is going to His home province of Galilee. The women are ordered to tell Peter an 
the others about these events. Details vary from other accounts of the Resurrection. Woul 
they not in recording such a tremendous event? 
Saturday in Holy Week: reread St. Mark 16:1-7 

Today all is quiet in the Church. Jesus sleeps the sleep of death. But early tomorroy 
morning, death, the “‘last enemy’’, loses out. Imperial seals, huge stones—and the problem: 
worries, and sins of our lives cannot imprison Him! No wonder “Alleluia” becomes th 
theme song of the church during this night. Christ lives—we live! God cannot be burie 
—in tombs, in fears, in lives, in “‘ism’s.’’ He bursts sin and evil and death, and huma 
limitations. He is always “going before you.’ Our joy, our privilege, our responsibilit 
as Christians is to spread the angel’s message—''Do not be amazed. Jesus is risen.” Alleluiz 


Week of April 17th 

Monday: read Genesis 32:22-30 

At the very least, this is a difficult event to interpret! These events took place tl 
night before Jacob was to meet his estranged brother Esau, whom he had years befo: 
defrauded of his rightful inheritance (Gen. 27:1-45). The Jabbok is a shallow river | 
Jordan, about 23 miles north of the Dead Sea. The identity of the mysterious wrestler 
unknown. In the course of the contest, Jacob's thigh was put out of joint. His subseque 
laments was the sign of his meeting with God. Finally, at day break, Jacob recognize 
the supernatural character of his opponent. Jacob was renamed “Israel,” or “He who striv 
with God’, when he asks for the man’s blessing. Jacob named the area Peniel, or “'tl 
face of God.” The location is east of the Jordan, not far from Succoth. Jacob comes awi 
from his “‘tussle’’ with God a new man. 


Tuesday: reread Genesis 32:22-30 

At times, we act as if our faith is the easiest and most natural thing in the worl 
There are times, however, of great soul-searching and wrestling with our conscience. Ho 
bold we are at times to assert the rightness of our actions, knowing all the time we a 
wrong. Minutes, hours, days, years later we niust thrash this thing out with the Almigh 
on the wrestling mat of our inner soul. God sometimes has to cripple our arrogance and/ 
self-sufficiency to make us see Him and the error of our ways. Then we have to har 
on to Him for dear life. Jacob, or Israel, received no answer to his question, ‘What 
your name?” He only had glimpsed God. As Christians, however, we have seen God face 1 
face in Jesus Christ. The Lord God “has shone in our hearts to give the light of tl 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” (II Cor. 4:6) 


Wednesday: read I John 5:4-12 
This is a “round-robin” epistle, a letter to be circulated among several churches. 
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s written by an “anonymous” John about 100 A.D. It is an explanation of our victory 
Christ. Whatever is born of God triumphs, and since our faith proceeds from Him, we 
amph. This faith is no mere vague hazy belief in a “Supreme Being,” but is grounded 
flesh and blood—Jesus Christ. By His baptism in the Jordan, by His Crucifixion on 
lvary we see how this God-in-the-flesh overcomes the world. It is the Holy Spirit Who 
ngs home to us God’s witness about His Son. The Lord God doesn’t leave our faith 
chance—He attests to Himself. When we believe in God’s Son, the Spirit confirms our 
def, When we disbelieve Christ, we call God, “liar.” Not only that, but we lose out 
eternal life. LIFE is in Jesus Christ alone! 


ursday: reread I John 5:4-12 

Do you have a victorious faith? You do if it is based, rooted in Jesus Christ. In 

water of Holy Baptism you were given His Name and His Spirit. You are fed with 
s sacred Body and Blood. Water, blood, Spirit—all concrete instances of God’s work in 
- life: Baptism, Holy Communion, the gift of God’s inner witness. This is God at 
rk in us, so that you and I can exclaim, ‘Man, this is the life!’ Life in Jesus Christ 
the LIFE! Does it sound ridiculous for a Christian to say—‘You aren't really living 
less you have Jesus Christ and live in Him.”? The Christ who rose from the dead 
ted the reason for His life here—and this is the purpose of the water, the blood, and 
- Spirit: “I have come that you might have life, and have it abundantly” (St. John 
:10). Do you have a victorious faith? 


iday: read St. John 20:19-31 

This is the Apostle John’s recollection of the events of Easter evening, written down 
yut 90 A.D. It was “the first day of the week’, or Sunday. (Christ’s Resurrection was 
- main reason for the change of worship from Saturday to Sunday in the Early Church.) 
_ of the Disciples except Thomas were squirreled away, possibly in the Upper Room, 
aid of the Jews. Though the doors were shut tight, Christ appeared and greeted them. 
‘er showing them His wounds, He laid the responsibility for evangelization upon them. 
an echo of Genesis 2:7, Christ bestowed the Spirit of God upon them, and with this 
t, the “power of the keys.’’ Thomas was told of our Lord’s appearance, but he refused 
believe until he had put Christ to the test. He received his chance “‘eight days” (a 
ek) later. Confronted with His risen Lord, Thomas the twin could only profess: “My 
rd and my God.” Christ uttered His last Beatitude. John the Evangelist summarizes his 
"pose in putting down only the main points of Christ's Life: 1) that we might believe 
God’s Son, and 2) that by belief we may have life in His Name. 


urday: reread St. John 20:19-31 

Again, as with the stone at the tomb, man-made obstacles furnish no obstacles for 
rist, clothed in His resurrection Body (a foretaste of what we shall be like). Thomas 
-w no peace until he could see the connection between suffering and divine peace. This 
irageous pessimist did not receive Our Lord’s Easter greeting, ‘Peace be with you,” 
il he learned the meaning of suffering love. How often do you and I doubt God and 
; ways of working! Must Christ say to us: “Have you believed because you have seen 
2?” St. John, through His Gospel, has shown us that “God so loved the world that 
gave His only Son... .”” “Do not be faithless, but believing.” 


Week of April 24th 


ynday: read Ezekiel 34:11-16 

Out of the chaos that was the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C., the Prophet Ezekiel 
ngs a message of the Lord God as the Good Shepherd. A nation living on borrowed 
dit morality, shot through with political intrigue, and led by blind leaders could 
ect nothing less than the Almighty’s discipline. But now, “As a shepherd seeks out 
flock when some of his sheep have been scattered abroad, so will I seek out My 
ep.” The imagery of v.12b is also reflected in Psalm 97:2, Joel 2:2, and Zephaniah 
5. The “‘diet’’ of all will now be the same--justice for weak and strong alike, for 
Almighty is God of the crippled and weak, and the flourishing and strong. 
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Tuesday: reread Ezekiel 34:11-16 

Once we have learned the lesson of revolt against God, of moral laxity, God doi 
not leave us wallowing in our plight. When we have been led astray by faithless an 
blind shepherds—be they gang leaders or politically ambitious officialk—God steps | 
as the faithful Guide of His people. Out of the mess of personal, local, national, or inte 
national life, God will bring us back to Himself. Influence, “pull,” position are lost ¢ 
God. Weak or strong, rich or poor, brain or dullard, popular or wall-flower—all are alil 
to Him. Each individual is precious in God's sight. What great responsibility God’s equ 
justice places upon us who are “‘shepherds’’—at League, at school, etc. A faithful lead 
therefore acts 1) knowing that right is superior to popular expediency and 2) that we a: 
accountable to God for all our actions. 


Wednesday: read I Peter 2:21b-25 

Perhaps this letter was written by the Apostle Peter, perhaps not. It is address 
to Ist Century Christians undergoing severe persecution. Before their eyes is set the suffe 
ings of Jesus Christ. The motive for our vocation as Christians is simply gratitude f 
what Christ did for us. He suffered unjustly, thereby winning the unjust to God. “Guile 
means deceit or cunning. The thought of returning evil for evil did not even cross H 
mind (cf I Peter 3:9). Besides being an example, for we are to “follow in His steps 
Christ is our scapegoat. He bore our sins, He “‘dirtied His hands” in human evil on tl 
Cross (cf Isaiah 53:12 b,c). No longer are Christians lost, wandering sheep, but by th 
Cross we have been returned to our Overseer (bishop, guardian) and Shepherd, Jest 
Christ. 


Thursday: reread I Peter 2:21 b-25 

When evil and dark days come upon us, we think that it is an interruption of tk 
usual turn of events. But suffering is our vocation, our calling! And our example « 
patient suffering is our Lord. How often have you murmured—Wait till I get eve 
with him!” “I'll make her pay for that!’’ Look at the verse (v. 20) preceding this lesso: 
In the end, God will judge justly. Jesus trusted in Him; so must we. By His death, tl 
Saviour has led us into a new type of life—“that we might die to sin, and live to righteou 
ness.” Theodoret (6th Century) observed: ‘‘A new and strange method of healing. TI 
doctor suffered the cost, and the sick receive the healing.’ Christ is indeed the chi 
“Shepherd and Bishop’’ of our souls. 
Friday: read St. John 10:11-16 

The Apostle John here records an allegory, or symbolic story of our Lord's. It teach 
us how deeply God loves us. Jesus, surrounded by “‘blind’’ Pharisees (John 9:41), cot 
trasts Himself with thieves and mercenaries. Those who serve for pay only flee whe 
danger approaches because they are more concerned with saving their own necks tha 
with the sheep placed in their care. Jesus, personally knowing each sheep, is the Goo 
Shepherd. He lays down His life for the sheep. “Other sheep” in v. 16 may refer to not 
Jews. Note the change in verse 16 from “‘one fold’’ in the KJV to “‘one flock in the R.S.\ 
Saturday: reread St. John 10:11-16 

Tomorrow is Good Shepherd Sunday. Everything that the Lesson hinted at, and th 
Epistle explained, is given concrete foundation in this Gospel. Why do we call Jest 
Christ the Good Shepherd? First, He is “true blue”. Did you ever, when you really truste 
Him in a tough spot, know Him to let you down? In His earthly life, and now in th 
life of all of us, His Church (flock), He never has “turned tail’’ and gun. At all time 
in all situations, He is with us. Secondly, He personally knows each of us. We are ni 
a number on a heavenly IBM card, but a creature imprinted with the watermark ¢ 
“Christian” in Holy Baptism. Do you know Him as well as He knows you? Finall 
we are to be the instruments of Christ to bring erring, wandering sheep into one floc 
Do you think there are “‘others’’ who are not “good enough” to be Christians? But th 
“abundant life’ is for everyone—and the Good News or Gospel is our message for then 
If we love Christ, we love our fellow men. ‘Do you love Me?’ ‘‘Feed My sheep.” (S 
John 21:15-17) L 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


TEEN FICTION 


All of the reviews this month have been prepared by leaguers 
who attended the LLA Convention at Cornell last summer. 


JDI. By Laura Cooper Rendina. Little, 
wn, and Co. 230 pages. $3.00. 


What did that enchanted summer mean 
Trudi, the summer when she was turn- 
sixteen? 
‘t meant many things, playing Skip with 
gang, seeing Tom again, and riding 
und in his fire-engine-red coupe. It 
ant the cool smell of the brook; clean 
| slightly sharp, the familiar ““Whoo-oo- 
” heard in the distance, and the bounce 
the diving board beneath her feet. 
And some quite unexpected things hap- 
ied during this magic summer. 
Trudi met Bramwell and fell into that 
athless wonder called love. Bramwell, 
with a sleek dark tan, just what 
adi had always pictured as_ perfect. 
nmer also brought gay picnics and days 
just plain loafing at the pool. When 
omer ended Trudi said it had been 
nderful and wouldn’t have changed it 
anything. 
[he characters are friendly, appealing, 
npletely human, and believable. The 
ry is well written. Sadness, joy, and 
nage love are combined in a pleasing 
mner as Laura Cooper Rendina, author of 
ammates, presents a sparkling picture 
an enchanted summer in the country. 
it makes a perfect gift for that teenage 
| in your life. 


omar, Ohio Beverly Eby 


FRESHMAN AT LARGE. By Pearl B. Bentel. 
New York: Longmans, Green. 186 pages. 
$2.95. 


Thinking of going to college? Want to 
know what some of the problems and pleas- 
ures of a freshman are? If the answer is 
“Yes’’, then I suggest you read ‘Freshman 
at Large.” 


In a book which is interesting to all and 
most enlightening for the college-bound, 
the author tells the absorbing story of Beth 
Douglas. When Beth arrived at mid-western 
Clayton College, five hundred miles from 
home, she suddenly wondered if she had 
made the right choice. Everything was so 
different from her previous high school 
life. 


Since the author had two daughters of 
her own at college when she wrote the 
book, she had a good reserve of informa- 
tion from which to draw. The characters 
are real, and the experiences are all natural 
ones which every young person starting 
college faces. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. Carolyn A. Heller 


MONTE CARLO RALLY. By Michael Gib- 
son. New York: Franklin Watts. 128 pages. 
$2.95. 


Ian Munro, at nineteen, was wildly ex- 
cited to learn that he was to take part in 
the famed Monte Carlo Rally, a cross coun- 
try race through England, Scotland, and 
France. 
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Tan, his father, and uncle Dick along 
with the rest of the family, worked on the 
preparation of Bluebell, the family car; 
going over every part of the engine, getting 
new equipment, and checking every last 
detail until the Bluebell was in tip top 
shape. 


At last, after carefully working out routes 
and time schedules, along with seventy 
other starters from glasgow they set off on 
a rugged course of several hundred miles 
through sometimes dense fog, then snow 
and ice, that caused a few hair-raising 
escapes on slippery hair pin turns in the 
mountains. 

For 128 pages of exciting, adventurous 
reading this is the book you'll enjoy. Its 
interesting details and excitement are based 
on hard facts obtained from official rally 
drivers. 


David Parfitt 


THE MILL CREEK IRREGULARS. By A 
gust Derleth. New York: Duell, Sloan 
Pearce. 204 pages. $3.50. 


So you’re an adventurer. You'll enj 
The Mill Creek Irregulars. Steve Grend 
is a boy with a wild imagination and b 
ideas. Sim Jones is a boy who thinks b 
fore he leaps, but who has a curiosi 
which he can’t control. These two team v 
and form a band of detectives called TI! 
Mill Creek Irregulars. They visit Steve 
uncle and investigate a neighbor who 
been acting strangely. 

The boys come up with some odd ide 
which give them some real surprises. Tel 
scopes and spying equipment bring the 
detective work to a spectacular finish. The 
work is a great success even though th 
had a short stay in jail! 

Ideal for anyone who likes adventur 

Bill Broo 


_ THE 


BY 


SPACE 
AGE? 


You need LUTHER LIFE! 


Articles, Features, Bible Studies, Art, 
Reviews, Events, Questions and Even 
Answers to Questions About Youth 


in the Space age. $2.00 for 12 issues. Write: 
LUTHER LIFE, 2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pa. 
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MOVIE REVIEWS 


by EUGENE HOEFTMAN 


ho Was That Lady? 


umbia 


Young marrieds Tony Curtis and 
et Leigh (real lovebirds these) 
idenly find their state of bliss 
iken by a bit of wifely jealousy. 
ter ol’ buddy Dean Martin (Mr. 
-It himself) with a fantastic 
eme to promote the big reconcili- 
on. Just when everything seems to 
going good the F.B.I. and some 
uld-be foreign agents mix in too 
1 the resulting uproarious climax 
+h Tony and Dean “going down 
th the ship” is priceless! Romantic 
ce, with James Whitmore a surprise 
yw-stealer, getting laughs with the 
st amount of dialogue, just facial 
dressions. 


e Gazebo 

tro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

This one is labeled a comedy too, 
t how funny can you get about a 
irder? Unless, of course, you want 
bring in Hitchcock . . . and lo 
d behold they do that, too (over 
> phone at least)! Debbie Reynolds 
d Glenn Ford are the marrieds here, 
d blackmailing gangsters and the 
v provide the plot; but the going’s a 
le heavy at times. Glenn has the 
aty part, with Debbie (and Carl 
iner) not having much to do. The 


zebo is an ornamental summer 
use, decorative backyard object. 
nemascope. 


Solomon and Sheba 
United Artists release 

Two brothers feuding over who 
shall sit on the throne at Jerusalem, 
and a voluptuous seductress from afar 
who comes seeking to promote the 
downfall of the one who does. Spec- 
tacle with elaborate court and battle- 
field sequences. Starring Yul Brynner 
and Gina Lollobrigida. In Technicolor 
and Super Technirama 70 wide screen 
process. 


The Last Voyage 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release 

For almost unbearable suspense 
amid dramatic excitement this one 
will be hard to beat! And having the 
advantage of being filmed aboard an 
actual former great ocean liner is a 
big PLUS. 

There are really two stories running 
simultaneously; the one, the plight of 
this deluxe queen of the seas and her 
crew, fighting explosion and fire and 
the pressure of inrushing waters while 
exhibiting careful concern for the 
welfare of the passengers; the other, 
the personal near tragedy of a closely 
knit family, one of whose members is 
pinned in the wreckage of their cabin, 
hard hit by the original explosion. 
With Robert Stack, Dorothy Malone, 
George Sanders and Edmond O’Brien. 
In MetroColor. 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


_ Spouse shopping 


NE of the favorite bedtime activi- 

ties of our younger daughter, who 
is still shy of her fifth birthday, is 
the “talk session.’ Such a session usu- 
ally follows the evening bedroom 
prayer session. Any subject that is 
brought up by the daughter is talked 
over, no matter how out-of-place it 
may seem to be to an adult mind. 

Last night’s session was a hum- 
dinger! She began by saying: “Daddy, 
if I pray to Jesus for a husband, can 
I be sure Jesus will send me a husband 
in 3 days or 15 days? (Why specifical- 
ly 3 days or 15 days, I still can’t figure 
out!) Where would Jesus send my 
husband? Mommie and I were at the 
A & P yesterday and I saw a little 
husband and wife shopping. Could I 
get my husband at the A & P? Where 
did you find Mommie? Did you get 
her while shopping at a store ? Did you 
ask Jesus for Mommie?” 

Fortunately, for me, Susan didn’t 
pause long enough between questions 
for immediate answers. I was able to 
brace myself—mentally—in an attempt 
to hatch up some reasonable answers 
before she stopped to get her second 
wind. When she did pause, I crept 
into the answering business like this. 

First of all, I did my best to ex- 
plain to her that A & P’s stock a lot 
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of stuff, but to my knowledge, no A 
lantic or Pacific outlet has ever stock 
husbands or wives on its retail shelve 

I advised her that it was perfect 
all right for her to inform Jesus th 
she wanted a husband—and a go 
one!—some day, but that I thoug 
she was still quite young to expect 
husband this week, or next week, | 
for several more years. ‘It’s okay f 
you to let Jesus know that you're inte 
ested in a husband, but, more ir 
portant than a husband at this tim 
would be a thorough acquaintance wi 
the little fellows in your weekd 
church school class, your Sunday scho 
class and your kindergarten class.” 

“Where did you meet Mommie 
she queried. 

I quickly informed her that y 
didn’t meet in a store, although we h: 
been in a lot of stores since we me 
Then, reviewing her father’s philos 
phy of mate-searching, I revealed he 
I had many little girls as my frien: 
—when I was little—and many bigg 
girls as I got bigger. 

“When I got to college, and m 
your mother, I soon became aware \ 
the fact that she was the one—the be 
one—who should marry me; once th 
was decided, then, I went at the bu: 
ness of persuading your mother ho 
miserable life would be without m 
And, sure enough, I was able to co 
vince her!” 

As the talk session adjourned, I le 
the bedroom gliding on Cloud Nin 
You see, Susan concluded the evening 
confab by saying: ‘Daddy, I sure hoy 
my husband is like you!” 
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